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TO THE MOST HO- 


| 


NORABLE SYR T womas 


RrvG EWAY Knight Baronet, vg, Treaſu- 


rer, an4 Treaſurer at Warres m his Mweſties 
Realme of I's E L A ND,and one of his 
CMaeſties privie Cou:cell 
inthat Rea/me. 


Oft honorable and moſ{ worthie to 
be honored Knight , Cato hath ſet 
downe his Opinion, T hat thoſe 
thatdid nothing learned to do 
111, 

1 beleeue him,cnd I thinke it a= 
gaine to be true that he dothmmch 
euil! that knoweth no good at all. 
| 1 may boldly ſpeake thus much 
(without any great oſtentation to my ſelfe) that 1 do ſometimes 
thinke of domg good,though 1 doe but little, now he that ſome- 
times thinketh well, perhaps other whiles may hyt vppon doing 
well :but when 1 looke into the Cattalogue where good deedes 
are commanded,1 find it written that wemuſt Feed the hun« 
gry,Cloath the naked, Helpe the poore and needy. Comz 
fort the comfortleſle, Vilite thole that be licke. 

Ihen 1 looke againe unto my betters , that are well able to 
performe theſe preſcriptions : 1 find the moſt good they doe, is 

God helpe ye, God helpeye, indecde I haue not tor ye. 

IWell God be thanked yet, good prayers are good cheape , for 
we had rather open our monthes, and [:y God helpe ye twentie 

times, then once to open our purſes and to leſlowe apenny. = 

Now to ſpeake of any good that 1 can oe my ſeife, 1 confeſſe 


tt is very ſmall, yet to anoyde that ill that Cato ſayes wee doe 
4} | learne 


_—_— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 


4 learne by doing nothing, I haue betaken m y ſelfe Fo my perne, 
thereby to auoyd idleneſſe, 1 haue wouen out the Webbe of 
vain? Opinion, briefly expreſſing howe it hath Domincred 
= from the beginning: 1 haue made a ſhort Mcdly of altogether, 
A -'b be good for any thing 1 care not, 1 hope it will proueeyther 

otte or colde,and then it may be imployed to vſe, eyther fit for 
Summer or IVinter, be it good or badde or howe ſo euer, 1haue 
madebolde to preſent it to your indicious view,wherein 1 haue 
imitated his ſimplicity , that preſumed to preſent lines to Mi- 
ncrua, but it is Opinion that hath made me thusbolde, yet | 
not the Opinion of mine owne wit or worthyneſſe but theO- | 
| pinion that 7 haue of your worthy acceptance, for I haue ſs 
; much the better Opinion of my ſelfe, knowing my ſelfe to bee 
__ fauonred by you : it is your many fauours towardes mee,that 
| hath alwayes made mee mindfull af your vertue and worthy- 

| peſſe. | 
eg beſeech you Syr, toaccept it as a feruice of his good in- 

tent that would bee glad to ranyes withmore 
worthyer preſents : in the meane time, cam 
but wiſh long life, ſtill lengthened 
© out withall bappyneſſe, e» 
wermore reſting. 
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The Contentes of the Booke. 


=— potency of Opimton. Chap, 1. 
' The antiquitie of Opinion, Chap. 2. 
What diuerlitie in Opiatons amongſt the Philoſophers. Chap. 3, 
What contrarieties in Opinion among(t Chriſtians, =QChap.4. 


A generall Opinion receiued by all men. Cliap.s. 
Ot diuerle and (euera!l Opintons concerning gouernment, 
Chap. 6. 


Ofſeuerall conceiued Opinions behouefull for Princes. Chap, 7. 

What diuerlitic in Opinzons who fitte to bee made Counlaylers. 
Chap. 8. 

All humane policie, but vayne Opmion. Chap.9. 

It is Opi40n that placeth men in office and authority.Chap. 19. 

Itis Opinion that maketh Foolesto bee admired for their wile- 
dome. Chap.1h. 

The _-—_—_ is neuer goodthat is mannaged by Opinion, 

ap.12. 
What Srl in Opinions abQut the prerogatiue of Princes. 
Chap. 13. 

The mutability of Openionin all times and ages. Co 14. 

How oppolite in Opmvon to our predecetlors, our ations beare 
witnetle. Chap. 1s. 

What variety in Opinion whether the mileries that are drawen in 
by warre, of the vices that are hatched yp in peace, are moſt 


tollerable. Chap, 16, 
What diuerlitie in Opinizonamongſt Lawyers, Chap. 17. 
Of Opinion what it is, Chap. 18. 
From whence Opimon hath his being. Chap. 19, 
How Princes and uther great perſonages are ledde aſtray by 0- 

pinion. Chap.2zo, 
How vnworthy perſons doe creepe into the Opinion of Princes . 

and other great perſons. — Chap.24. 
Nobilitie led into Opinion by Paraſites. Chap.22. 
Ot (elfe Opinzon how it beſotteth. = Chap.23. 
The vnconltant Opixzon of the vulgar, Chap.24. 
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The Contentes of the Booke. 


Of particular Opinion, how it infeeth Fooles. Chap.2s. 
What Opin thieantiquitic helde of Fame. Chap.26, 
T he vaine Opimon of thole that haue hunted after Fame. 
Chap. 27. 
T hat Fame and Renowye are but popular Opinions, Chap.28, 
Ot the aumber of Fo/les in this age whereby to winne Opinion, 
Chap. 2 9. 
From whence it is that men areſo calily drawne into Opinion. | 
Chap. 30. ek 
Wheat it is that onely bridleth Opemon, Chap.31, 
Opinion Diefied, Chap,z2, 


Opinion 


| 
# 


i 


PINION DIEFIED 
' The Potency of Opinion, 
Chap. I. 


= — IvonrDzs, 2great Philoſo- 
PZ} pher, being delired by Creers, 
F& | | ro enquire whar God was, cra- 

At | ucd adayesrcſpiteto meditate 
{|} of the matter, which requeſt 
when hee: had .obrained, and 
thathe began to ſummon his 
| 4[| lenſes, w_ ro enter into a con- 
= | =—— {ideration of the bulines , hee 
found it to be (o intricate and obſcure thartthe next day 
when he ſhould haue ginen his re(olution, hee was in- 
torced then to crauc one whol month longer, in which 
meane time hee mighrthe better bethinke him : which 
requeſt being hkewife granted vnzo him, being now in 
hisdeepeſtcogitari6sot the taske he hadraken in hand, 
he was ſo contounded in hisencerprile,thar the farther 
he ſought, the farther he was from his purpoſe, he was 
therefore mforcedrto ſtay his arremprs,, and to lubiect 
his 0piniontothe infcrunbleeſſence'ofchemolt higheſt 
' Now whether is more to be wondered at in the P 21/o- 


A 


—_— 


/ophers for the in{ightthey had in narurall things,or for 


theirblindnefle in che knowledge of him that was the | 
authoutofalithings, whoche more they laboured by * 
therr philofoptiyro comprehend, by ſo much the ſoo- 
nerchep loſtthemfelues:[am:brought into this predi= 
cament with rhe(Philoſophers, for having a little degure 
winedicate ofthis ſubietby me vadertaken, F foande 


the potency of opinion to beeampleand infinite, that 


A4 the 


praiſe of Baldnes : Int 


"= Opinion Diefed.” 


* the moreT looked & conſidered of the matter, the leſle 


Tftound my (clteable to performe it, and as in the night 
time, the more wee fixe our eyes on the tirmamenr,the 
greater number of ſtars we ſti1] di{couer: lo he that thall 
bur looke into 0pinzon, how it hath (waicd in the worid 
from the beginming,may calily find matter wherewith« 
all ro begin,butneuer find time when to make an ende: 
he thar ſhould then enter into that Laberinthhad neede 


of Theſeusclewto wind himſelfe well out : but for mine 


own part, Icofcfle I neuercame nere thoſe places wher- 
the 2uſcs hauevied to-frequent : Idarc not therefore 
wade to deepe in this ſubicR, tor Oprnion was ntuer. 10 
niceand fooliſh to pleaſe as ſhe isat this houre : and ſhe 
1sin nothing more curioasthen in cenfuring of books, 


for he that will preſume ro pnbliſhabookegifheedoth 


not learne with the Tayler and the 4tyremaker, to purtit” 
tntoa new faſhion, it will never (ell, it will lieftill tythe: 
Printers hands,and thoſe lines that are now pur in prin: 
ifthey contetheany matter! of ptetic, or that are-any 
whitatall entending to honeſty, they doe but peſter- > 
Stationers ſtall, and there are very few or nonc thatwill. . 
beſtow one peny ofthem,; ſuchis the curiolity of pi 
niowin this age, buteſpccially concerning boakes, L 
might yet if peake of tome ſtrange concelt books that 
hath beene publiſhed by ſundry authours,0sc amongſt 
thereſt 1» the Contempt of glory, lome others 1n the prayſe.  * 
of the peſtilence, In the Tate ſe of the Quartane Ague, 1withe 
praiſe of a Flie, in the' praife of Nos 
thing : and that great Clarke Eraſmus of Roterdam,writa 
book 1» the pray/e of Folly : Kalltheſeanddiuerſe others 


_ tharmightbe yer named,the meere motives of Opinion; 


Bur leauing to ſpeake of Pamphlers, I might Longer” 


 Opmucn. Diefied, 3 
of great volumes nay (excepting the holy Griptures ) 
/ _pagiaj bookes ts a which Opinion hath not 
had ſome hand in? "2201 3'n 

Ity asa ſtrange Opinion that led Alexander to bury his 
horſe Bucephalns, Auguſtusto bury his'Parror Helicpalules 
his Sparrow : & what ſhou}d we lay to Hortenſims a Ro- 
man Gentleman, that mourned certaine moncthes tor 
I 5 mi / 0,9 

By this little1r may e Poterey.of Opinion, 
hols hath raigned dr. led © the world in all eimes, 
in all ages, in all places, and hath had ſoucraiguty with 


hk » 


all ſortes of perſons. 


The Amtiquityof Opinion; © - ww? 
ap. I]. 

* He firſt conception of Opinzouwas ih heanch, at 
- | chatrimewhen Leceferfell : for it was a (elte oyer- 
weaning 0pinionthat puffed vp choſeglorious An 
_ gels infothiatheight of pride,thatwas the cauſe of their 

perdition. "ot y OLI 92: 
| It wasafterharched vp in Paradiſe: for when the Ser> 
pencinſinuatiaghimſeltero-curry fauour with the.wo- 
man, that (hee mighctherarher conceiuet good Ypint- 
on of him : what (/ayth hey! hach- God forbidden you, 
thatyou ſhou!d not carecof the tree of knowledge ? but 
why and you in 'doubrofrharpreſcripr;there is | nq 
ſuchidangerin themarter asb< b2rb proteſted; for God 
dotli kiowthat when you ſhalt rare chervof, your eyes 
ſhall bee opened; and you ſhall bee as Gods, knowing 
both good andevill, . 2 nant ond vor; 
-' This pleaſing perſwaſion - ſo allured thewoman to 
bkeof his ſpeeches thar 43th all ro bee true, but 
—- B. 4 it 


AT: 


1 y i al : | 1 Opmion Deefied. 
RI it is'Op1nJor "oe fibeygerrech beleefe ( according to 
} the ol ptouerbe) Memare belecued as they are belouta ,for 
| we neither truſt nor beleeue him in whom wee haye no 
conceit -whereby rodraw ol ourathance, but where'0- 


(+ Pinion isa'licule fetled, every moule-hill.is turned to a 

ih >» mountaine, we belecuc impoſhbilities, we wonder at 

jj | | maeters ofno'moment, nay we many times, extol), and 
| 


ow canned ougly vice, for ſeemely vertue -this poore 
Opininrhach euer'{ince-fo dominired in {Adams 


pam wp thatirnoleſſe ever ruleth the Prince then 


chePelant, the mightythenthe meane, the rich then |, 


the poore, the wiſe then the fooliſh. / 
What dimer, nein Opitrions amen ft the Philoſophers. 
ſinein Opil Chap, 117 ft op 
F 7 Hatvarietie in!0pinions amongftthe Philo- 
*t z ' ſophersand how many ſeQaries were there 
£4 :©'amongtt them; as Szoickes, Peripatetickes, 
m4 Plaid Academuckes, Epicwres,avd 3s xiooſn doe 
FyE-1 - | make mention, there were o. ſeuerall ſees amongſt 
them; and what were thefe contarieties; ;they were bur 
Opinions: andrhoſerhan dill were friving:to vpholde 
fo many reaſohs; were; yetvreerly-ighorane 
0 y ofoncamearhe naps them did 
qeoſth nmr oc 61s ay were 
ti Ingoene/agini 
wig gf ec Au gr 
gents ſpeake thany good, words concernin 
jb rar tam 6, men, but. of God, 
they ſpake nothing but dreamingly, neyther dreame 


choy.of _— oudtthyartly:gnd how many greeuous 
mcountecrs hauc thiere been amongſithem Fonceming 


_ _ EE => EE” el p ESE s 


TT amy; mocom——_—_—_ 


the principles of naturall things whereof there are many, 
| char doe yet hang before the Tudge not fully decided. 
| Thales Myleſuus, one of the wiſe men of Greece, beginning 
to looke into the generation of thitigs, RT we the 
| world had his firſt beginning b 
And vkclkc(onfareiffencings fromhis: 0pj 
firmeth tharthecrcation.of the hk netbbs pas way 
ter je ward by the heatoffire,and byreſolurion gurned in- 
to duſt 
' Heraclitus, he thinkerh all things to have ic origizall 
of fire ,concluding with A4rifterle,T hat the corgupiion of one 
thing, is thegeneration of an other, Democritus and Criſippus 
with diger ny referre theorig inall of the world 
_ toalictle nothing, & making vp afomerhing ofthis Chages 
.they contibdodobethe of corraptiong;. 0; --;- 
' Anaxagorastruſtingin his owne opinion, the 
Sunne was compoſed of bright Iron, and thax the heauens 
yu of ſtone , wonderfully nit fagrines lahng ſhoulde 
Imight yerſpcak ofmany ocher contrarieties in Opinion, 
"4 Ph le@ghorr, abou Ef 


»v o44 


©” w—— Jn 4 


that was holden 

bour Fortune,abour Felicity;Suw 

berweene Natera Naterans, and mr 
conclude the Phy rschat Ae fomuch b ichem 


ſclucs to ſearch outthe beginning ofrhinges, c de neucr 
find ont God NE rofall r 
 "ThewiſedomeofthatPhyloſopher isyetto be admired 
ahold Redrthe vprightueſſcot hisowne carriage when 
himlelfe robe commended, by a man that was no- 
wdrphesl alowd converſation, 


SEEDS? "na. AA Sv aa 


—— 
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"What contrarietie in Opinion among (t CO ns. 
»Chap.. LIL. 
'$ thisi iatring ond ſeditious diſputing was of continu- 
"ance Gains the Phyloſophers, ſo Vpinion is made a 
mattrer of conſciencewich Turkes, Intidels, Papiſtes, 
and Setartes, andthere were amongſt the. Heathen. iy: times 
paſt, whio rOWin'an opimion;worefaine roperfwade the world 
Fally;ohaeey Hake ce and communication with 


Fhe Gods. 
" Hip gickt 
i6vorſhiþ Who was the auchour of a. very fooliſh relt- 
gion: A the /-perare yer looking atter their Meſſzas, bur 
amofight vs Chriff t/tsans, Apes rus whar diſagreement 
nat Fong men abourrites, penn cerem@ 

ncapparell,aboutdiſcipline,& 
bin Ref hire roto lohg ro bee ſpoken P but 
ry Spa y robe. wondered x eh. re &y 
Ut thinks byoppoſition;atid contention to aſcend -into 
heagen, for the which in times paſt Lucifer was throwne 
«J6wAe ſirshelſvchediyiſions har are amongftdiuinesby 
at nione Holden earch have ll e ſod1ucrſe,doubt- 
aye fillec che Schoales and 'V- 


pole 


is ible rogine verrvevintows, butthis know, /ie peer 


ourmindes toirhbracete and chorgareinanprhac wader 
"thbvayle CFE doe thdoweletelvienil) oth inrbede.s 
many againethar doe indeyellbt& femme (bix hohaw 1 
line well ) but how todiſpute againſtthe truth, an vngratk- 


*obvſ(tudy that doth —_ e, but lcarne howtocrre. _ 


fthe world (eutnar this day): Mabomet | 


« F# cs 2 ae>n men OY + © = ' : 


| - on isto beobſerued in one ki 


How many doe make themſclues blind, by ſeeing too 
much, who curiouſly tcarching out the vertue of words, do 
carelci{ely (ubuert the words ot the truth, 

A madde opinws intholethat having a Saint Johns Goſpel 
oran 4gnmms Dei, hanging abour their neckes, doe thinke 
them(clues thereby to be tree from.all manner of daunger, 
and that the perteftion ofa Chiiſtian man, dorh eſpecially 
conliſt in thoſe gaudy trifles : but yer mot fooliſh of all ro 
belecue, that when Chriff came to worke the ſaluation of 


the world, thathee did nor finiſhthe worke that hee came 


for, bur left the greateſt part of the bulineſle, to bee perfor- 
med by a popilh prieſt, 

And theſe dreames and fantaſies that are but the obſti- 
nate, wilfull and blind opinions of papiſtes, they would 


wreſtto be matters of con{cience,and do no lefle reyuerence = 


them, then the heathen doe their Gods, 


A generall Opinion receined by all men. 
| | - Chap, Y. - - $930 DIA 
Ne religion is the author of vaitie,burfrom aconſu- 


| fore this opinion is generally received, that one religi- 


Contrarteries in religion doth moue ſedition, ir drawerh 
to conſpiracie, to treaſon and rebellion, ahd therefore here 
ts nd place forclemencie, for thoſe thardoe violare religi- 
on ( by the opinion of all meni)are worrhierobe chafticed, 
yet in diuerſecountriesafterdiyerfermanives, o- 1 

ns 
murcher, poyſon, maſaket, blowe'vppe with gunpowder, 
bur feani Lobos hy preſidents from - os HT 
ticall goncrtimentes , yet T nenecr heard of gadly' police, 


B 3 | | where 


Opinion Diefied 7 


ſed religion, there alwaies groweth diffentionthere- * 
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—— -—— - a £ 
a oo mh _— wi. - ” _— 


Rr - . 


8 Opinion Dified. 
where the diſturbers ofreligion, did euer eſcape vnapuniſh- 
cd, burif che Prince bee not ſometimes able to rule the 
mindes of the erronious yet it is very expedient tor him to 
bridle theirtongues, 

Let vs but ouerrunne all Ewrope alittle in our imaginati« 
ons and ſee forreligion, whether the difference in openions, 
doth not brecd a diſcordancie in afteftions, neyther may 
Princes winke at corrupt and viciousreligions,forasa man 
cannot ſerue two maſters, ſo the ſeruice that a Chriſtian 
prince ſhould yeeld ynto Chriſt(inreſpeR of his royall vo- 
cation) is to make lawes for Chriſt, which if he ſhould doe 
the like for Antichriſt,it cannot beſalued butthat he ſhould 
then ſeruc both Goa and Manmon:and Saint Auguſtine was 
of Opinion, that lightſhould not be matched wich darknes, 
nor Chriſt yoked with Antichriſt, ; Hheprv? 

Solomon was reieQed for admitting other Gods to be ſer- 
ued(within his domini6s)beſides the Godof 1/raell,though 
his toleration were granted in reſpe& of his owne wiucs 
which wereſtrangers. * 

But where the edge of correfion isabated and taken 
away, itgiueth boldneſſe to ſubie&es not onely to forſake 
God , but likewiſe to ſpurne againſt thePrince, and toliue 
1n contempt of his lawesand-proceedinges, 


_ Andit moreoner, drawcth after itanvnbridled liberty 
to doecuill, and maketh offences to become viuall, and to 

w headſtrong  holſome ſeueritie therefare, hath cucr 
Ft comes and-is many times more neceſlaric 


then this oucrmuch clemency 


t « 


: | Of dinerſe and ſenerdlOpinion $ concerning gouernment, | 


Chap. VI. og aan on 
Hat diuerſitie in. 0pi70xs hath there beene about 
the gouernment of common wealths,what diſputa- 


tions, 


ut 


Opnucn Diefied. 9 
tions, ſome vpholding that which 1s called Monarchia, 0+ 
thers Ariſtocratia, other ſome that which they called Demo- 
cratia : and as there were great contrarieties 191 9pinion what 
gouernment was beft,ſowhen it was reſolucd thartthe king- 
ly goucrament was moſtagreeable both to nature and rea- 
fon, then they were as diuerl(c in opinions againe,which was 


moſt worthie,cytherele&ion or ſucceſhon:and whither this - 


place ofregall government, belonging butto-one , what 
that one ſhould bee, whithera man ora woman: then they 
made cauels againſtthe female ſexe,obieRing againſt them 
thatalthough God the creator harch giuen wit vato women 
yet he hath denyed them ftrength and abilitie of bodie, as 
though vertue. were (o parrtiall ro cxchude any, eyther for 
want of ſtrength or for want of wealth,or that ſhe refuſed to 


- receiueany becauſe of their ſexe, it isnotthe body but the 
 minde, for wherethe body is weakeſt,there the vnderftan- 


ding is ftrongeſt: and although there might be PR 
enough inferred of many worthy Queenes that haue beene 
valiant,wiſe, and full of prouidence( ſome of them repured 
for Propheteſſes, butas x >a increaſed in the worlde, 
many of themaccounted for Geddeſſes)yet leauing them all 
to their immortall Fame, let me in this place hambly-craue 
pardon'to ſet downe mine owne Opinon in this matter, I 
will neyther ſecke Aſia nor Africa, for a preſident, bur lette 
me with reverence put youin remembrance of that gract= 
ous gouernment( that can never bee forgotten) howe our 
worthy Queene Elizabeth , whoſe Heroycall vertuesall the 
world did admire, whole gratious gouernment,whoſaruer 
could duly conſider of, will never let, freely ro confeffe,thar 
2 good woman inthronized in the ſeate of ſoueraignty, is as 
great a blefling from God, as otherwiſe the ctabliſhing of 
the motworthiefſt man, 


B 4 of 


= Opinion Diefiel. 

Of ſeuerall concciued Opinions behouefull for Princes. 

Chap. VIL 
A Prince that is contented to be counſayled by manie, 
becommeth of all others the moſt wiſcſt, but hee thar 
leaneth but to the oprmon of thoſe whiſpering cham» 
ber counlaylcrsthat are euery day buzzing in Princes cares, 
{hall be many times led into errours. 
Thales Aduiſcth kings and princes, to {uſpeAt him moſt, 

that is moſt buſie ſtill co be whiſpering in his care, 

Theking is but one man, and cannot pofhibly ſee into 
all occaſions, it muſttheretore neceſſarily tollowe, that ey- 
ther by giuing liberrieto his owne appetites,or leaning too 
much ro the oprwion of thoſe whom he doth afteR, hee muſt 
bee led aſtray : for {urely, it is a matter of more importance 
then cuery ignorant man can looke into, for a prince that 
is aſpired co the height of Fortune to holdeadue courſe in 
the troubleſome ſcaof gouernment, and not to bee caryed 
away with the windesof immoderatelibertie. _ 

Its an caſie matter fora king to goucrne good ſublettes, 
yet there 15 nota more ready. way wherby to incite ſubictts 
to be good then by the example of his owne life. 

\ APrinceafterhe wy once incurred the _ _ - 
opinion of his people,and tharthey haue oncealienatedan 
<cftranged hed eiGns from 2-4 ſhall hardly atrtempta- 
ny thing, how prouidently ſo ever entended, butic ſhall be 
blaſted with ſcandall and (iniſter interpretation. 

Iris a ſpeciall vertue in a princeto be well inſtruted in 

the diſpoſition of thoſe that be neare about htm, bur by the 
_ opinion of all wiſc men, princes haue nor ſo much 


carcitie of any thing, as they haue of thar whereof ony 
ſhould be moſt plentifully ſtored with, and that is, of ſuch _ 


25 ſhould tell them the truth : butit is not bchouetull for 
prin- 


Opinicn Drefied. 1 
princes to giue credite to all informations that will betold 
them, but cſpecially from any ſuch as they imploy in any 
places ofauthoritic. | 


IWhat dinerſitie in Opinions who fit to be made counſaylers. 
Chap. V III, 
$ by the ſeuerall 9p;ons of diuerſe learned men,kings 
way princes ſhould be afhiſted with graue & wile coun 
 laylers, ſothere was as great diuerktie in 9pimons 4- 
gaine, how theſe counſaylers ſhould be choſen,our of what 
profethons the cleftion'thould be made, and whar perſons 
they thought to be moſt firring forthe purpole, 
King Dry4:nus amongſtthe Cicilians, gaue greatet ho- 
nour tothe ſacrificing prieſtes. 
Brias king of Argiues, gauc eſpeciall preterment to the 
Philoſophers, 
Numa Pompilius amongſtthe Romaynes was of Opinion, 


chat he was worthy to be eſpecially repured, to whom had * 


happened the viftorie ofany famous barrell, and that was 
fortunate in warres, 

 Anaxarchusordained amongſt the Phenetians thatin the 
common wealth ſach ſhould be honoured who inthe time 
of peace, entertayned the ftare in cranquillirie, and in the 
rime of warre were found to be valiant protectors of the ly- 
mitsand liberties oftheir countrey : concurring with that 
of Tully, who likewiſe preferreth to the higheſt degree of 
honobr, thoſewho armed doe make warre,and roabed doe 
rule 2nd gouerne the common wealth. 

Laftantins, left vs his opinion in thee words : 1 repute him 
to be moſt wiſe, whoas occaſion falleth out, cam ome good mſtruc- 
tions what is fitteſt tobe done: Next 1 hotde kim to beewiſe, that 
can followe good aduiſe, that is einen himby others, but hee that 

C £488 


12 Opouon Diefied, 
Can neyther pine nor take counſayle,1 account him tobe in the high 
eſt degree of indiſcretion. 
The T hebans made a law forbidding thatno man ſhould 
be admitted tothe adminiſtration of any manerof gouern- 
— mentinthe common wealth,except he had tut left of buy= 
ing and ſelling torthe (paceot ten yeares, diretly forbid- 
ding all men whoſoever, thatwere mercenary, or vſcd any 
trade or protcthonthar brought in gaine. "AY 
This wete a hard decree for Lawyers, that doethinke no 
man [{d firro gouerne as he is, thac is learned in the Lawes + 
and-Tconfeſle the ſtudye and knowledge of the Lawes, to 
be an excellent profethon, and [reverence the grauitie and 
wiſedomeofthezedgesthatare found to be vpright in.their 
Iuftice and Iudgement, bur yerthat a proeFor, an Aduocate,a- 
pleader,oranyofthoſe men that have been tercenary,and 
have oftentimes beene the miniſters of falſhood and intory, 
bearingaboutthem both mindesand tongues, inſtrafcd 
and armed againſt iuftice, itis a hard matter for himco bge- 
2 louerof iutticeand truth, thathath inured his tongue $0/ 
ſpcake for gaine and lucre. T8 S1mmTio 
- Inthetime of warre the common wealth is defended by 
Souldzers/in the time of peace it is preſerued by Connſaylers: 
Souldjers and Counſtzlers therefore , have bineyerthought 
moſt fitre to gozerne : buta happy and a bleſſed common, 
wealth it may bee called thats gouerned by the wiſedome 
and verrue of noble perſonages thatdoe commonly man- 
nagethcir authorities with: WAEDIRCEREE. ANG not by the 
policiesof worldly wiſe men, that thinke nothing to be 
vnlawtull chat bringeth in gaine, 
-. Honourablenob1lity is then moſt fit tocounſayle a king 
2nd the care and ſtudy of good Counlaylers is,ſtil] ro ende- 


your thoſe chinges that ſhall concerne the honour of g's 
the 


Opinion Diefied, 17 
the preſeruation of the kings royall perſon,and the furthe- 
rance of the good of the common wealth, and in the midft 
of their moſt waightie affayres, not to leane lo much ro rhe 

olicics of worldly wicked men , that they impugne the 
Vikdome and policy ordeined and decreed by the almigh- 


 tichimlelte, 


All humaine policy, but vaine Opinion. 
| Chap. IX, 
He world hath cuer bin full of policy, buttheſe Polite 
cians that haue ſquared our there gouernementes by 
the rule of their owne wits, haue cuer been found to 
be moſt dangerousſtates men, : 

Would you haue ſome preſidents, looke into the life of 
the two Caroes:the one with his franricke accuſarion diſtur- 
bed the whole common wealth of Rome,the other goingea 
bout ouer wiſely to prote& ir, did vrerly ſubuertic: And 
Cttero,with all his eloquence, was as troubletome amongſt 
the Romains, 25 Demoſthenes was amongſt the Athenians: | 
might ſpeake of others, tharwith their peuiſh diſciplines 
havediſturbed the quierof ftares, for to ſpeake truely whar 
are the policies of men, bur vayne opinions, 

Itistruth,that policte 154 Geol paint gauernment,and 
hath ben magnihed by a general applauſe amongſt /»jdels 
but amongſt Chriſtian Princes,there is not a more peſtylen 
thing then this plague of policy which diuides ic lelte from 
that policy preſcribed by the rule of gods worde. In marrers 
of policie, vanitte beareth (way, when from the torce of hy- 
mayne preſcriptions they thinke to mayntatne & vphould 
a common wealth wirchour contideration char the principal 
thinges that do bring miſcryes, and diforders to countryes 
and Lingdome,we uch offencesas are diretly oppoltte 4« 
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gainſtthe maicſty of God, as where his word is negle&ed 
his religion deſpiled, where his glory 15 not principaily,but 
reſpetiuely conlidered;:where we leeke by policie to litt vp 
our (elues and to plucke downe God:And where we thinke 
co eſtabliſh ſuch a gouernement, whereby to pleaſe and con 
cent our owne appetytes, without any reſpect atall to the 
aduancement of gods glory. 

T hispolreie is ro be reicted amongſt Chriſtians. And as 
that policy that is conducted by the rule of gods word, isthe 
life of gouernement, fo policy (as it hath beene common! 
taken and vied amongſt agreat many) is indeede the high 
way to 4theiſme. . 

What ſhould I ſpeake of this man, or of that mans opinion 
concerning this matter, I doc appeale to every mans opinion 
(that hath either wit,or Iudgement together with the feare 
of God before his eyes) whither that man (howe great a 
pobtitian fo exer accounted) yet it hee bee notreligious, or 
that his policies be eſtranged trom that policie that is com= 
manded by our ſauiour Chriſt in his glorious Goſpell,whi- 
ther ſuch a polzteitian were not more fit tro bee made a Coun» 
fayler, to a Heathen thenito a Chriſtian Prince. 

Then he that hath bur Mammon for his &od, and Machy- 
«ell for his ghoftly father, tsto bee rete&ed and that com= 
mon wealth that is gouerned by ſuch a polzeie 1s not onely 
rahappy, burinthe winding vp itbecommeth miſerable. 


 1t18 Opinion that placeth men in office and authoritie. 
Chap. X. 
S Kings and princes muſt bee thus afliſted with hono- 
AA rable Counlaylers, yet moreouer and belides, asthe 
body cannor guide itſelte with the head alone, but ir 
muſt hage che helpe oforher members, no more can Com- 
mon 


Opinion Diefied. I5 
mon wealths be well goyerncd withogtthe afliftanceof in- 
ſerior othcers,  OMNE-40 131 GT, 

It is called a happy Common wealth where ſabiettes be 
good, now from whence this goodnefle in ſubicttes ſhould 
proceede, there be diuerle opinions, lome woulde have it to 

roccede from good Jawes ſubſtantially and diily admini- 
heed me hold 9pnion that good education doch mforme 
it,ſome others are perlwaded, that the remperature of the 
Climate doth make men apt for Ciuilliife, and-ather ſome 
doe holde 0p1inion, thatthe indeyours of good Magilſtraces 
doth make good ſubteRes, - Ef, 

I am ſure we want no poſitiue lawes whereby to bridle a- 
buſe,butthe example ofagood and godly lite in thoſe that 
ſhould minifter the due execution of thole Jawes, would be 
more effettuall then the lawes themſelnes, becauſe mhe ati- 
onsofthoſe thatare placed in amthorine, are receined by 
the common people, for precepts and inftruftions. 

-» Burthegreateſtnumber ofrhem doe rather ſhowe their 
authorities.in cotreding other mens faultes rhenin men- 
ding their owne,:andthey will propaunde to others what 
they rhemſclues will neuer put 1n pratfe : bur it 1s Opruer 
that placeth them in office and authoritie, and it is Gpinzor 
againe that maketh many men rather to attend their owne 
pniuate,then the publicke commodine, becaute they know 
thatall honors and dignitiesaregiuenro men tharbe rich, 
but not to men that be honeft : there be many therfore,that 
diſtroſting their owne vertues, haue noarher meanes wher- 
by toaduance themlſelues, but by bribery,and giuing of re- 
wardes : and therefore in former well gouerned Commygn 
wealthes, this inſatiable deſire of honour, was fo bridlcd 
and curbcd, that theſe oppreſkng prattiles were well e- 
nongh prevented and fo cucumipettly lacked vnco,, thac 
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roambirious perſon(contrary to the rules of honeſty)ſhuld | 
either by bribery,or any other meanes of corruption,alþire 
eytherto office or dignirie. | 
Toſpeak my op4niox I think thatcomon wealth to be hap- 

py,where ofhces are giuen to the vertuous, butnot to the 6 
rich. And wherethoſe might be well puniſhed that do (eeke 
by mony to oppreſle vertue:butin thoſe common wealths, 
where to great worſhip and veneration is giuen to _—_ 
there is nothing (o holy ſo godly orreligious,thatcoueroul- , 
nes(rhefatall plague ofallgouernement)cannot violat and 
{ubuert.ÞFhe Lacedemonians,conſultingofthe corinuance of 
there eftare, wasanſivered by Apollothat Sparta ſhould be I 
deſtroyed by no meanes, but by corruption the which fatall | 
prediction to avoyd, they reieted chevſe of gould liluer & 
braſle making a coyne(ro paſſe currat amongſt the) of iron. 
' When Rene began fo far to decline from her precedent 
magnificencetharallthinges were ſetto fale, to be bought 
& {ould tor mony,7#g»rthaſceing the corruption, was of 9+ 
pinionthatrhe city it ſelfe would ſhorely proueſalable,there 
wanted bura bountifull Chapman, to makea large offer, 
and irfell ſo out indeede; for the Empperial/ſtate was bought 
& {ould for mony ſhortly after, and Saint Peters Chayre hath 
ſo continued for theſe fe or {ix:-hundred yeares together, 
and morePopes {ince thattmne have creprin by corruption 


then by any orderly CanonicdlleleRion. 


1tis Opinion that maketh Fooles to be admired 
for their Wiſdome Chap. XI. 


N thea tingof &fficers,in former ages,the beſt opini= 
01, Was hed hin rc rok moſt reofieable tothe Com: 
mon wealth but now who is ſooner preterredthen he thatis 
moſt priuat to himſelfe & being once placed in authoritie, 
though 
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though he neuer did good-all the dayesof his life, yet if hee 
dogh no harme wecall hima very;goodanda: mot worthy 
magiſtrate;:and maywe not wellreputehimto-be good, that 
all che dayes of his life is norhing:iurthe moſt ig- 
norant, arc cucrmoft to betcene thar-they are mot 
worthy ofthe cheefeſt promotons,0and becaulerhey did 
neuer mannage anyaftayres of mportance, they know not 
what burthen and difficultyes axethidrevnro indent. 

How many haue ſoughtto aduance themlſeclues to beare 
rule and gouernment by theig weghriy-who- once placed in 
authority, haue made porte (afle both of vertue & honeſty, 
ſeeking ftill ro inrich themſelues by theruines of the com- 
mon wealth ,increaling! as faſt, im/thew wickednes as they 
grew,in wealth and riches:Andrheſbagnoraritment char do 
{eldome vnderſtand the track ofatiything; benig drunke 
with the- pleaſures and. delighres tharthe abundance of 
their wealth bringerh-with irzthepdobelccue tharthe vo- 
ne neytherart nor trarningerogampaſtcir,boronely 
an dndacitus ATURE Ye. a Hhehautobr, 
wherevnto they do bendall chart cexgehankiog ban 
tobe moſt happyzhardodds/me mott at bberyrhusbbaded 
with: !gnorince; they doc bortcabliorreand:banith Rov/ew, 
i pr. me a-bridle buttobringerhei into bondage 
and to diminiſh their .caſe-and concentation; and there« 
fare flatteringe chemfeſues with,an  owerweeninge. © 2d- 
#n,0f-theirgwne worthines,theydo:taboure rogereſimart. 
onandauthoricteamongſ men and ro bt accountedigrexr, 


_ thatin my opinzon, may be well reſembled tothe Cum tha 


are accuſtomed at Zondgrancen yeate;to marcitbetorerhe: 


Lord M ayors Pageantes, that ourwardlydomake tembiance: 
tobemch ofgreatuiigheand Radu 
1 | C4 wg 
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thing el(C bicLathes, toweand ragges. L 
Yer theſe menamongſithe ignorancand Gali people, 


arc ce accounteto lyſtwile, graue; they arc _—_ 
ed ,honoured; and wr”. — S5c | Cd ifchey could 
bard ſce intathebarrennefleattheir hk incs, and conſider 


the ana) 0 ofcheirmin hey did not pi 
their wretch T4nr"" "1&4 ane ure cy would Lagh 
at their megeBh anTfblly, - | 
$710 0422019171511 22G! 3 02 
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nenbrigudtatiommagedy Opinion. | 
+; Chap} XII, 
j T hack” many times 


| been quettioned. whither chat go- 
goa 4 IT wherothere i 13a.naughty prince;and 


e prince is good 
addch er: Magiſtrates: - Marius Maximus leaneth to the firſt, 


bura principall pillarof Philoſophy, hath fertedowne for a 
Ataxime,bhiow clara ab £t-{rr and moſtaſſared; 
where wei repro ,urach erthe wherdahs 
magiſtracesare comoprand alldifpoſed. Ton 45D: 
.-(Batthere be manyrocherafgrearauthoricie, that will is 
no wiſe! conſear-, 'when former expericnce>harh ſo many 


eimes taugh it tnenare oftenercorretted by aigood 
Prince”, thencdmenit! Prince amended by good men: bur 
thisis cerraine;rhattherecanbenoworſe pps; dr 

that which is mannagedby Opinion. f 
Ic is a deſperaxe cunll inany manthatis too much i in loue 
with his owne wit; butthereis' nota worſe roaſtate 
or common wealth;then wherea Magiſtrate placed in office 
or authoririe, ist6o much leaning to his owne Opinion; for 
wharſoeuer afaires ſhall paſſethrough his handes,hee wre- 

ſterh them ſtill rohis owne conceipr. 

- To concludethis chapter,;l thinke this mayſtand for cer- 
taine 
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certaine,that where the magiſtrate is good, the people cinar 
lightly be il}, ſothatthe goodnes or ines of the Common 
wealth doth much conliſt in rhe example of the magiſtrate, 


What dizerſitie in Opinion, concerning theprerogatiae 
of Princes Chap, XII. 

S Emperours, Kings, Princesand Potentates, both them 
ſelues together with therrliges & ations, haue beene 
euer more cenſured by opinion,(o their princely prero= 
gatives have beene ſomerimes cald in queſtion, and it hath 
been demided, whether they might exatt vp6 their ſubiccts 
loanes, Impoſitions,taxes, blidics.cribures, or any ſuch 0- 
therlike coleRions: and (cuerall men haue ſeemed (euerally 
tro determine of the matter, but what is hee that dares pre- 
ſcribe limites or boundes to a king, what hee ſhall rake, 
or what he ſhall leaue,or who is he(that knoweth his durie) 


| thardare ſpeake againſta princes prerogative. 


If aprince by tiranny will exatte, what ſubiecte is he that 
dare1mpugne, if he hath not a charitable diſpoſition of his 
owne nature towardes his people, there is no crothnge of - 
him in his courſes by his owne ſubiectes, 

This matter was in queſtion when our fauiour Chrift 


was vppon theearth, when the Scribesand Phariſes deman- 


ded of him whether it were lawfull co Pay triburevnto C4 
far, hedid not impugne it, but ſurrendered himfelfero Pay 
nſt- 


What was due, but here is a matter for Princes yettoco 


der that 'vnder this priuiledge of raxinge their ſubietes 
for theirneedfull and neceſſary affayres, that they doe not 
yet oppreſle them, for their vaine and Idle expences:it was 
therefore but a barbarous opinion that was ſer downe by 
Eufemus, that nothing is tobe accounted vniuſt in a prynce, that 
bringeth incommoditie: and the like againe in him that dur 
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avouch that in ay ampleandiarge fortune that is moſtinſt that 
$5 0ma/t 5p marry 3r) olonius was ot an other opinion,for he 
hath ſer downe, that the treaſure taken by a pronee from A 
teftes by tirany,is more baſe then iron, for being wette with the 
teares of the people,it cankereth and becometh acurſed ; And it 
was no maruel| though Chry/oſtome.crieth out with ſuch ad- 
miration, Miror ſt aliquis RetForwum poteſt Saluari: the expen-« 
ces of a prynce are miany, and it is he that muſt defend his 
ſubiettes & dominions from the ſpoile &rapine of forraine 
forces:1tthe king muſt thendefeng all, there 1s no reaſon but 
his wants muſt be ſupplicd by all,it is warranted by the holy 
ſcriptures, &our ſauiour Chriſt himſelfe hath lefr vs an exa- 
plezwho refuſed not to pay what wasimpoled vpo himſelfe 
- PublickeaRions, muſt neceſlarily inforce the vie ofa pub- 
licke purle,and the prince mult bee ſtill-prepared & ſtored 
with treaſure,itis he thatin thetime of peace muſt haue all 
things in readines againſt the time of warre, & his ſubieCtes 


- muſtnotgrudge nor murmuragainſt him,though he impor 
cune there contributions to ſupply his wantes, 


But what madnes ts hit into my braines, that now when 
this ſweere and quiet peace hath luld vsalla fleepe,I ſhould 
diſturb them 1n their pleafant {lumber by be of 
warres,an ation that maketh eyery man angry but to heare 
-it ſpoken of. ” ING Wy. 

- » But Polipomines was of opinion, that i the time of peace, it 
4s then beft to pr epare for warre. | 


But'we haue a better inſtance, Salomon, notwithſtandin 
he was promiſed a peaceable gouernment by God himſclfe 
&called in the (criptures Rex pacificus, yet he forgat not to 
furniſh his garriſons with greater prouiſions then cuer his 
father Dauid had done before him though he were ſtill tur- 
moyled and tired in the warres,neither was it omitted in 


former 
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 formerages, butin hetimesf Memu ſtill proui- 


dent for the time of warres 


T he mutabilitie of Opinion 20 alin a ages 
Chap XIIIT, 


T won be tedious to ſerdowne what meane _ big 

vied whereby todrawe in mony torthetu watrtes, 

for beſides Rn Re-dle podkbons tem ubſidics 
penalties, confiſcations, loanes, and ſuch orherlike :there 
hath beene great ſums raiſed from the-pride and exceſle 
alweltot men asof women; froin'theirgarded gamenires, 
there coloured ſilkes,their gould arid Gler lace, their place 
more then neceſlary, their' (ion; their lewels: {ach 
otherltke ſuperfluities. © - - 

\ Britbleſſed be hargonernement char hatleffed'vs from 
tart expence,we arenot much burchened with any military 
___ :yercheſurfetes of peace isit that bringerh onwarres, 
or what peacecan beſo ſurely knit but Axarice e Grpnidewill 
not eaſily viidoe. M246 L 

 Trisa madde opinionto thinke thar eyther« our mightines 
our wiſedome,our policie,ortharthe long/continuance of 

peace, which by a gratious gouernement wee haue hetherta 
Fig yed, ſhould] beſtill þ apcunker who can plead preſcrip» 
ci6titig nſtthe dildice of if the almightie, who limiterh the 
bouhdes of alleſtates, to tis: <5 ric otcorredtion 
the which they eafitiorpaſſe.- ©: - 

' Now letvs looke intothe vaine of thisage cani 
be contented to fpehd Thfinir (ums of mony, amongſt laws 
yers,amongſt faſhisn-mongers, amongſt Epicures,andifl 


were able truely to calculacerhe tymmes, Sal yearely 
ſpenein all ſorts of vaniries- I daxe be bould to-avow ir, it: 
D 2 53 
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22 " * "Opinion Deefied. 
would ſathce to maintaincan able army,againſt any Prince 
in Chriſtendome that would be aducric vnto vs, now it his 
Maicſtie ſhould haue occalton to vie ſouldiers, cyther in de- 
tence of his owne right, or tarany ocher matters in claime, 
(which warres hauc cuer beene reputed to be both tuſt and 

| honorable, by the generall epmion of the whole world) I 

thinkethote thatare now molt prodigall in idle '& vngod- 

ly expences would be rhen moſt ſparing in their contributi- 

|  - onseythertorthe honour of their Prince, orthe detence of 
their country. | 

| See here the mutabilictic not of Fortune, but of 9pinton,in 
fornicr ages they were honorably cſtecmed of, that kept 
bounrifull houſes, that vpheeld grel hoſpicalitie: that were 
attended on by troupes of ſeraing men, that-were able (if 
neede had beene)ro haue ſerued the Prince, to haue fought 
for their countrey © but (ee-what Gppuen now gucrrulerh, 

| when he ts thoaght to be moſt prouident, that hath a foote 
boy ornvo, to runne by his Coach, and aPage ina garded 

coate, toartend on his trencher, my Lady. muſt haue her 
powdered perywigs, her painted face, her mocke maske, 

that will docile more then'couer hernole, and doc make 
themiclues like maskcrs indeede, that although they will 
puta vizard on their face, yerthey would faine.be knowne 
what eG nc 750 Ioh5gqi:iiill id; wt Login: 
< The Pe:cocke when hee ts in his greatcſtglory; yet when 
he lookes downe and ſees his blacke feerc, hee puls downe 

- kisp)umes, but our Gentlewomen,a great numberofrhem 
have prowded well torthar, for their very feete ſhall glifter 
with gonidand filoer, their ſho0gs muſt bee ;imabroidercd; 
ſomerimes with pcarie, and becaule they will haye no mo- 
nimentabourrhem,ro put them it mind of their, mortality 
they will excecdia pride, from the crowne of their head io 


the 
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the ſole of their foote, ; 

I haue not ſpoken of theſe thinges as a warre loner for I 
confeſle theſe louers of warres are like Phiſit1ons that conld 
wiſh the citty to be full of diſcaſcs, whereby they might be 
imploicd fortheir owne gaine, but I am inſtof his 2pmon 
that doth hold it for great happines where the ſword and 
all other weapons of warre were turned into plough irons, 
whatT hauc ſpoke is only again(tthatexceſhue pride which 
hath beene the oucrthrowe of many floriſhing common 
wealthes, which former well gouerncd cſtates by pena!! 
lawcs haue ſought withgreat Slignnce ro preuent as by the 


{equell of that which followerh ſhall more plainly appeare. - 


How oppoſite we be in Opinion to our predeceſſors, let our 
ations beare witnes.Chap X V, 


T Heeye of wiſdome, thar in former ages cou'd looke 
into the enormities, that are euermore hatched vp in 
 ...... the time of peace, made ſuch lawes &prouifoes, that 
men ſhould notabuſe their owne riches, nor be (affered ro 
ſpend them in riote & exceſle,[ limit excetle in rheſe foure, 
in plate,in buiding in banquitinge 2nd in aparel!. 
| Dionyſuus of Siracuſa ( although atirante) yer he made 2 
lawe,that thoſe that excefhigely gaue them felnes ro banquy 
ting & belly-cheare ſhould be puniſhed with grear 

There was a lawe made in Rae called 7#/:2, rhe renure 
whereof was, thatno man ſhould be fo hardy ro (hor his 
doores when he was ardinner,thac theofficers of the rowne 
might haue the more eatte acceſle, to lee it their ortinary 
did notexceedtheirabulirie. 

Licurews madea lawe againft drunkards. 4ugu/fus C 2/7 » 
againſt pompous building the Z«earexagaink prodigalirie, 
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the Lacedemonians againſt exceſſe in apparell, the Fgiprians a 
gainſt whordome, the Thebans againit negliger parents,that 
brought vp theirchildren in idlenesand wfolency, 

Catodepriued a Senator of Rome, for killing of his wife 
before his daughter. | 

P: Rufinus was depoſed from the Sexate by the Cenſors, 
for hauing reg waight of {iluer in-his houſe. 

Awelins Lepidns, having builra houſe, which coſt ſixe 
thouland pounds,was for that cauſe depriued from the Se- 
nate. 

Iſthele conſtitutions thus ordained by predeceſſors for 
thc {uppretiing of vices werealowable and good,whar may 
werthinke of our ſelues now in this age,thatare ſo oppoſite 
in lifeand conuerſation : that we be nor indued with thoſe 
common vertucs that heathen men haue learned,cyther by 


reaſon giuen them by nature, or by vſe of living, or by the 


precepts of Phuloſophy, for whata number of vs that do pro- 


teſſe to be Chriſtians, are ſcene to live as if Heaven and Hell 
were but the Fidttons of Feoles, oras we call them dreames 
and olde wines tales, | [CALESS 


Ler vs lookeaduiſedly intotheaftionsof thisage,when 
was vertueand honeſtte more deſpiſed: when was wu 14} 
orandexceſſe more immoderate,when was adultery andall 
other kind of vnchaſt living, eyther more apparantor leſle. 
puniſhed, when wete all manner of abhominarions more 
tollerared, when Magiſtrates will ſometimes fauour their 
owne vices in others: and euery manaccounttth rhat tobe: 
moſt comly, which is moſttaken vp and inured by rhewvis' 
Cious. 221 SLPTITL 
How many men doe but flatter chemſclues,by fauouring - 
their owne vices, which they thinkero bee but veniall, ac- 
counting the iummoderate yſe of voluptuous pleaſures 1 to' 

cc 


" 


Opinion Diefied. 25 
be but ſmall offences, 

T heſe adulterers, theſe drunkards, theſe (wearers ,theſe 
blaſphemers, they haue made a ſacrifice of their ſoules to 
the Diuecll, and haue caſt of all care both of honour and ho- 
neſtie, 

, Weneuerthinke of the matter, how negligently we liue, 
and how carelcſſely weſleepe, cuery honre befiedged with 
a number of armed vices, that doe keepe a continuall 
watch, to bring vs to deſtru&ion :the thing thar is eſpectal- 
ly ſought after and deſired by all men ts peace and __ 
nes, but thele kinde of men that doe ſo much incline them- 
ſelues to this vagodly manner of liuing, it is but an vnaſſu- 
red peacethey huntafter, for the happyneſle of peace 1n- 
deed, is to make waragainft our (clues, and to fight ſtrong- 
ly againſtour ownevices, for with theſe enemies God him- 
ſelfe ( which is our true peace) is at variance, and thar with 
deadly hatred. 

Thelite ofa Chritzan was wont to be called a continua!l 
warfare, butitisnowe turncd to amore le-rrme , 
when weliuc in banqueting,in eaſe and in idlenefle,in plea 
ſureand in ſporte, and in fteade of Tents and Pauilzons, wee 
walter and tumble our felues vpon our beds of downe, and 
in theſtead of hard Armour,yece bee cloarhed tn (ofr til kes, 
perfumed with muske bals, with powders and pomanders 
of ſweete and pleaſant (mel[: and in the ſtead of weapons in 
the hand of a watrriour, a payre of perfumed gloues,or ſom- 
times perhaps a Courtizans Favne, and thou O madde man 
cryeft peace, peace, when thou halt Goa thine enemie ; rhe 
author of peace, that hath with open mouch denounced 
warre againit thee, for wholoeyer1s at one with vices, hath 
broken thetruce made betycenchim and God mathe time 


when he was baptized. 


D4 pat 


a. r_— = . > * : : : p . ua <4 c : vr 8h, _ 
> ” el F = : Gp 4 


- 


Opinion Diefied. 
[hat varietie in Opinion whether the miſeries that are 
arawen in by warres, or the vices that are hatched 
oppe in peace, are moſt tollerable. 
ChapXVI, 

Ome will ſay that, 4s the heart thinketh, ſo the tongue ſpea- 

eth: but we (ec where Opimionis once ingrafted, wee are 

no leſſe leaning vnto it in ouraions, then we be in our 
wordes, and our epinons are {0 variable, that more changas 
blethenthe Moone, we ere&euery day a new choice, loa« 
thingtharto morrow, which we liked of to day ; and men 
doe vary in 9prmions, cucn in matters of delight:yeramongſt 
all the things that may happen vpon this humane Theater 
of the world, there is nothing more generally hated then 
the ations of {Varre, yet by a contrary Opinion conceived 
by ſome other, there is nes "ie more pernictous then the 
bleſledneſle of peace. 

Cicero would haue it, That anvniuſt peacc,is to be preferred 
before the moſt iuſt warre. 

Tacitustels vs againe, That there is more ſafety in an vninſt 
warre, then there is ma patcht peace. 3:4 

One afhrmes warreto bee the miniſter of Gods wrath, 
when he 15diſpleaſed, no lefſe grieuous tothe world, then 
the loarhſome plague or peſtilence. " "_- | 

Iris truth ( ſayth another) warre is the miniſter of Gods 
tuſtice, eyther for contemptof himlſelte, or of his religion, 
or for the wicked life of worldlings. 

It is'yer againealleadged, thatthe effeftof warres is the 
detruttion of countries, the deſolation of noble houſes, 
and the ſacking of oppulent Citries. 

T he effe of peace (fayth another) is todraw the verie 
corruption of manners yi it, and there is nothing that 
bringes ſo ſweetand caſie a ſubieRion to vice, asthe m—_ 
| an 


— 
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and idleneſlc of peace, it infeebleth the mindes of young 
men, it maketh them become Hermophroaztes, haltc-men, 
halfe harlots,it cſleminatestheir minds, and nuſelcth ther 
vpin all kinde of Folly: It giucth o)de men ——_— to 
trauell and turmoylc, and to tire themſelues,by oppreſhon, 
by extortion, by bribery, = periury, by craft, by (ublrie, 
and by all manner of vngodlineſle to elcape from my yong 
maiſter his ſonne,and whilſt the father is > in his mon 
harucſt toyling for wealth, the ſonne is in a Brothell houſe, 
ſporting and dallying with his wench. 

Bur yet ({ayth one ) Warres ſhould cuer haue an eye to 
peace, and //arres ſhould neuer be taken in hand burtothe 
end to haue peace, 

Ir is anſwered againe that peace 1s it that drawerh eo 
proſperitic, and this proſperitie is itthat fctreth an edge to 
{loach and negligence, for as peace is the parent of proſpe- 
ricic,ſo it is the nurſe of pride,andthe trainer vp of all care- 
lefleſecuritie. 

. Butwarres ruineth both towne and Countrey,inforcerh 
the husbandman to forſake his labour, it bringerh in waar, 
dearth, and ſcarcitic, bur peace is it that breederh plency, 

And as peace breedeth plentie, {o it armerh Cape apee, all 
 ſorres of linnes, forin the time ot peace there is no wicked- 
neſſe that wantes example : and I might yer further adde 
thatin this time of peacethe Marchant hnderh libertie, to 
carry away Corne,Beere,Burter,Checie, Leather, Tinne,Or- 
dinance, Cloath, Wooll, and all other ſuch commodiries, 
ſo thatourſtore and plenty, by thee meanes are turned to 
penury, 

Warres thatare vndertaken by a prince,in defence of his 
right, though they may be reputed to be tuſtand honoura- 


ble, and likewiſe to ſuppreſlc a forraigne foe, alrhough the 
E conqueſt 
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conqueſt bee accounted glorious , yet in Ciuill warres, all 
things are full of milery, yer nothing more miſerable then 
victory: when it plealeth the almightie to puniſh by Varre, 
allrhinges vppon the earth are preſt to fight eu his Ban- 
ner,yeacucntheambiriouſteſſe of Princes,co puniſh them- 
ſelues one by another: but where a kingdome ts deuided in 
itſelfe,the Burre of denition proceedeth from their ſinnes : 
and whercthe neighbour forſaketh the neighbour, ſecking 
co deſtroy him, God lerteth looſe the reyne to bloud, for to 
runnevpon bloud, puniſhing (O great workemailter) one 
{1nne with another, ſo that where they once fall from God, 
they doe finde no crueller cormentors, then themſelues vp+- 
pon themſelues. | 

Warre is the (courge of God to puniſh ſinnes : the hand 
of Deſtiny to inforce change, and as it isthe Adamant, to 
draw courrage vato it,{0 it 1s a Byſal;que to Feare,that dyes to 
behold ir, 

Warre ſtrikes as God willes, workes as ſinne warpes it, 
and to be briefe, itisa miſerable neceſſitie in nature, and 
a neceſſary correAor of times infirmitie. 

It is yet againe alleadged that the Prayers that are exhiz 
bited in the time of peace,is farre more happy forthe com- 
mon wealth,then the noiſe of Drummesand Trumpets ſoun- 
ding the Alarumsof warre. > iſ 

 Andyet we may percciue that the vices that are hatched 
VP in peace, are in far greater number then the inormities 
that doe accompany warre, and therefore it che affayres of 
warre doe not bulte a Statesmun, the dilcales of peace will 
ſo turmoyle him, as he muſt beſtill vigilent ro dilconerthe 
diſeaſes of the common wealth daiiy drawne in by the ſe- 
curitic and (urfeites of peace. | 

I might yer inferre diucrſe other opinions, ſome wphob 

ig 


Opmicn Dufied. p 
ding the calamitiesto be intollerablethar are drawne in by 
warre, whole aſſociates, are Sword, Fire, Famine, and Mur- 


ther, other ome as bitterly reprehending the abhominari- | 


ons that are daily foſtered vppe in the time of peace,whole 
compartners are pride,pleaſure, Idlenes Juſt, Adultery Sence- 
ſualutie, Drunkenneſſe, Gluttony, voluptuouſnes, and all man- 
ner of hated villanie : but paſſin ouer the reſt, letre me yer 
= you in minde, that the praftiſe & knowledge of armes 

ath eucrmore beene carefully endeuoured, and not with- 


out a ſpeciall conſideration, when Prince, country, religh 


on, law,tuſtice,ſubiees, and alrogether are vnder the pro- 
tection of Armes. 

O/oriasconfirmeth itin theſe wordes, He that taketh away 
the — of Armes, worketh the owerthrowe of the common 
wealth, 

Ciceroagainegiueth vs this Item,we muſt not liy owr Armes 
ſide, if we deſire to line in news 

Tacitss15 notto bee forgotten : There is nothing mare r.4- 
ther to incite an enemie,then wher he findeth ſlouth > negligence 

And Ceſar was wont to fav, 1tiscertaine, that mig htie 
Empiers, are not thy ſlouth, but by weapons m the handesof 
experimented Soulazors. 

We will conclude with PAto,who afhrmerh howthar a pr: 
ces Crowne,can never litcloſe to his head who once negliec- 
teth the knowledge of Armes : the common wealth there« 


forc hath as great need ofvaliarmen ro defend it,as ofgood | 
lawes to gouerneit, for mateſty withour torce,was neuer yer | 


aſſured. ] 
What diuerſitze mOpinion among /# Lawyers. 
Chap.X V IL - 
Thinke I ſhall need to ſpeake bur little wha diveritty of 
Opinions, there is —_ theLawyers, when the Lawes 
n--. them 
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themſclues (at the leaſtas theyare hand-led ) are bur the 
meerc.o9puons of men. 

V.nhappy may choſe lawes be called (poore ſuiters may 
well ſay)where there 1s {0 much controuertie that they can- 
not be diſtinguilhed, 

It law becertaine, why ſhould indgement be delayed ; if 
bur to. doe right why arc ſo many poore mennewronged, if 
groundcd on conſcience, why is it parriall. 

- Mentharare out ot apparell are {INK rocloath them- 
felucs:in laſting ſuires,bur he that would hauea laſting ſuite 
indeed, let him get him a ſuite in !Veſfminſter Hall,it it doth 
not laſt him outthrce ſuites of Perpetuanagthe lawyer is but 
@Foole, that firſt tooke the meaſure of his caule. 7 

+» Thereisnoworletorture, then the torture of the lawe; 
they are1o full of 7»/tances, of Quidities, of Demurres,of De- 
{xtories and delayes, that w hat ſhould I ſay, though rhe law 
it ſelfe intenderh nothing butrightitis yer madethe inftru 
ment of iniury and wrong, for they haue law to ouerthrowe 
law,andthere is no [aw be it neucr ſo Legitimate ortruly be 
potcen, which with their wreſted glofles and ſubtill expoli- 
tions, they cannot Baſterdize. 5 Lu 

For the Jaw it (elfe I acknowledge itto be honorable(be 
ing lenelled and proportioned according to the firſt inſt 
 eution) forthe end wheretnto law harhrelartton, isto pro- 
fice the good, to perfeRt rhe common wealth,ro releene the 
omdacd miniſter rightand iuſtice, neyrheris there a- 
| opardich is notby lawe bridled (if law wereduly exe- 
cutcd ) « | 

But now they make ftraight crooked & crooked ſtraight 
and hee that hath moſt money hath moſtright : they are 
prgnantu inter ſe, when amongſt themſelues there is no a- 
greetaent, but whac they confirme ro day, tomorrow my 
gets vy 
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will frofitace wet pray ſee ſomanyincumbranees, that the | 
. Iudges themlelyes willbeof ſencrall Opinions, and will dil: 
pute the one with the other ſolohg, that they bereadic to 
change colour, andio-waxe:pale, with angerand cho] ler, 
tharan amarter of dfhcalcte, they cannac difcuſle ſigniti- 
cantly, but what oneJud gcatfiemerh thisdayto:be law, an 
other will diſaudwto Jaan. to beſcarce worth a ſtray. 
Whar is the end of all their —— euery mai to 


vphald his owne Openidn.|1- 1! 
:Itis theill lutng:qt wicked: men; tatdid firſt hegerte 


good Lawes, for ae elſe are the great number of Lawes 
thatare amongſt vs; bucthe Authenricail Regiſters ofour 
corruptions,. and what are the manifolde Commentaries 
thatare written vppon m—_ bot Very oderupeion of the 


lawes themſelues. - 
Some are of Gpimon, that in this Age the multitude of our 


Lawes doc more oppreſſe, then themultitude of ourenor- 


mities could hurt or moleft. 

'Amongſtthe Locrenſetirwasprovided, that ifany man 
didinnenta new law, hee houlde firftpropound the fame 
tothe people wearing a Haiterabour his necke, tothe end 
that if tt were KA Pigs ae —_ forthwith be 


hanged; -: [q 0) 92425 | 

| Ferdinand, ſendi LKgers wants > the Weſt Indies, but 

then newly diſconc j forbadde him :to-carry any Law- 
ers with him torhe end pou mighroe ſowe the ſeedes - 


fledbes::. -. 
"And ifamenmight” nowe ſpcake the wacky this braw- 
ling ſtudicof Lawe, is it tharmfeRerh all Zurope -: andas 


Colunell hath APN jo pris 5 *7tis _ 4 lewfull robber y 
nk ojelvy Qt, PB Oti tt | 
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Of Opinion what it is © >. / Chap. X VIIT. 
Pimon,thc Legetimate child of affetFion,a moſt incon- 
ſtant ching,itftandeth burypon the pleaſure of men, 
buceipecially*of the Irrefolute- multitude, opjmon a 
{mookie yapoure, the breath of the vulgar,the applauſe of 

the 1gnorant,the motherof Hipocriſie, | 

Ir 15 blind, it 1s lame, it is (elte conceited, it is decrepit, it 
is idle,iris full of {in irdraweth in Sees Schi/anies, Heriſies, 
Popery, itis full of lies It is the effe of ignorance it is no- 
thing; And yetthe banesare infinite, that are laid ro catch 
thisncthing. 

It is hunted after in the court, inthe country, in thetowne 
inthec/tr, and itis an infirmitie no lefle abounding'in 
Princes then in beggers, for where vacontrouled affections 
doe meet in a high fortunethey beger opinions, ' 

lt isa plaine coſwner, for it nx a Emperours, Kings, 

Princes, Dukes,Earles, Lordes, and what is he thatis not ouer- 
reached by Opinton. q Lgor +27 1ica 

Is infe&terh many times the mindes of them which pro 
feſſe(and by there outward habites do make ſhowe) to be 
religious,but theſe men thatare ſo wile and holy in there 
owne opinions are of all other moſt eſpecially tobe avoded, 
for if ir be no ſacrileadge to pilfera text from outthe holy 
ſcripture;the proud Pharyfie:that boafted ſ-much of his 
owne worthynes,was more oditle in the fighrof God, then 
the pablean or Hob,” 1: O00 0 os IGG 

T he greateſtnumber of men Myron, are rather [ed 
by opinionthen eytherby wit or :. Kinges,Princes, Po- 
entates, yeathe Pope himſelferhey doe all march ( ifnor in 
cheirowne) yet in the ſteppes of orhermens' Opinions. 

Butas thatbody is neareſt vnto health, which though ir 
be ſomthing waſted, is yet free from the danger of noiſome 
kumors,cucn (0 1s that mind more inclincable to the diſci- 


pline 
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pline of vertue, which is not beſorred with the miſty fogges 
ot a blind Opinion. 

Men that are but of a corrupt vnderſtanding, are likewiſe 
yung with a preiudicate 9p1/0n: and they are no leſſe 
cd by opinion, eyther to loue or hate, then they are by witte 
orrealſon : but he that will diſcerne aright, muſtplucke a+ 
way the vaile of Opinion. 
Wiſeand graue men haue cuer more made little acounc 
of wauering opinion. 

It is truth, that reaſon ioyned with wit may ſomerimes 
glue out preceptes,but opinion ioined with paſ/z5 are of torce 
to countermaund. : Ga 

Opimon is a vaine appetite ſpringing from affe71on, yer 
ie. nice, and foolifh o pleats, then Sh wit Or i 
ment:to conclude,wharis it but 9pinzop, that ruleth and ruru 
eth,the world toplieturuie. 


From whence Opinion hath bis being. 
Chap X I X. 
M An is made of two parts,thatis to ſay,of body and of 


ſoule, the body more'imperfect in diverſe naturall | 


giftes,then many bruite beaſtes, rhe foule becaulc ſhe 
1s more capable of the diuine nacure,being likewiſe immor- 
rall,ſhe therefore leauerh things that be immorrall,and thar 
are of [tke natureto her ſelfe, yet by the contagioulnes of 


che bodyes infirmities, ſhe is ſo far growne our of kind that 


the 1s not onely madeaplay fellowe, with the bodies wan- 
tonnes, but ſhe is likewile drowned tn the bodies ailthines, 
for although at the firſt in ourprimative creation, the bod y 
was obcdient to the beheſtes of the minde, yer finne,having 
ſince ſownothepoiton of ditfention berween them, hach ter 
them (o opoſire,thart the appetites & afteRtons of the licorn- 
tious body,are ſtill ſtriving and ftruggling ro ſuppretle the 


4 periections 


_—_ +. Opinion Dicfied. 
perfeQions ofthe ſoule. - . on oy 


Reaſon,that ſhould rule,is inclofed but ina narrowe com- 
paile ofthe head, all che ather parts ofthe body belides are 
left to affetizns: our eyes, whole»office ſhould be to dire&t 
ourſteppes ma'righr courte, arethey not qur greateſt tam 
bling blockts, otrhedeamers of our diſtretions,but the ve- 
ry blinders of the in{tght of our ſoules : whatenemics more 
malitious ro-vs then'our- cares, that are {till wide open to 
wickedacs,ready to liſtEro the ſuggeſtions of Flatterers: our , 
rongiefisitnotmoreapteto ſpeak il)chen. good, urhands 
Gur tecte and all the reſtof our partes, more ready & nim- 
ble,to tread the tratof vanity then of vertue,our braines in 
ſt-ade of wile precepres, are ſtill cloied,with idle imaginati- 
on3,0urinduſtries are killed by ſenſuality, that drawes. the - 
naturallayell in clined partes of themind tothe-vnnarurall, 
naturall affeions ofthe body:as the foule and the body are. 


. twothingso is the ſoule diuided into two parts, whereof 


the one hath m1t rez/an,and'itlic other appetateg& as in gene 
ration,the body goes beforethe ſople, lo doth the vnreal0- 
nablec part of the foule goe before the reaſonable, wee find 
the experience in yong babes, whilſt they be in their ina9- 
cency,thatimmediatly aftettheirbirch do veer terucnt ap- 
perire,butirisalong time after before ahy Reaſon appeare. 

By this it may appeare, it is the miſt of our affec#ionsthar 
doth blind che radgement of our reaſon, & where the mind 


_ is blinded by affe&1on, there the tudgemetit is ſeduced and 


leda ſtray from the pathe- of 724/ox,and/doth forth with fall 
into 9pinimm, whereof followeth that they are not ohely de- 
ceiued in the 9pinion of things honeſtand profitable,bur al- 
ſo with the love of diſhoneſt & vnprofitable delirs blinded: 
humours and affe&ions hauea great hand ouervs, and they 
place and diſplace reaſon at their pleaſure ; where Jon 
ot 
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doth hould the ſrarand ſepecr-in'the Caſtle of the n_ 


they can iudge of nothin ve ind 
ws; things by phi Bite Coontag an md 
eftion, iris 


he that is ence wounded with: 

hard matter for him to ſhake irour, yo pak; ſtronge and 
able to incounter his owne able to command.to 
diſpoſe t6cenſuteanddererinitie enbeniowbie d we 
fented vpon our humaine theater, | 


How Promees and other great ef, onapesare 
VOY Coronal 


Pinion Burre No nn er een to greae 
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IC | rites Fomk ns Arr 
iveda ndoummended by all men;na __ ,wee do ſome- 
magn bris-qualiries, *har-harh( moſt) neuer a 

0d conditio Fen ohh, oo 
5 colnrary wile againe th nantaipeto 
fon in authorityrowardes his Nr ga alot 
 entwarranefor any other man rowrobge bim.. «| 
From hence'it-procecderh,that in the couneoofPrinces 
he tharonceb inseeflide-fhulyery hardly beableforcuee 

rd  akerareoouey is fooringe againe. ©. 

Ts, | Greatann tharbein anharedaecmonhy eh 
opinions 


z6 'Opwnim Dicfred. 
moms of [uch men thatare mare willinge to follow the 
Taghe of thebody,then the venue of the minde cenſuring 
chew worth and worthines by.no beuer.xules, thenby thax 
blind 9przro, which theythemielues hauc concciuedvf rhe. 
Grear perionages,& men in high authorytie that arethe 
ern ie" nporall hee ypon: thegarth ſhould 
lc rhe iryprmzens of :lachmen as be honeſtand exemplary 
lifeand not of ſuch Paraſits, as by ſexuile flacrery, can winde 
themſelues into fauour, by working a more worthy into 
Since. pampodre ns an in oa: 
T here be ſpeciall configeratiansto be, hnd beforc wee do 
” growndanopimor, and therults gf piety doth command it 
_—_— rajavkeineo the inward dilpoſitiog of themagn, 
mot inro-theourward converlacion onely,wh els my. 
mes fagdowed with-che beautious, maskeot formall 
uladdfifburbya iudiciall demenfleation orign expe- 
}knowledge,for other wiſe the tudgement may ea- 


reſpett the, jrmnrey the 
' iſpaſttion; of a man is'nor 
ro be conjectured; bur on the latter ſeaſon; for I haneſel- 
domchcardof him that was accounted to be:Somper 1dew, 
#t :: Herharwill ſcedle an 9pimion,in thoſe that be vmtcarneg, 
T 1k ſhall be decciucdiin his oprewor for whe 'vnleatned are they 
v1 char gine rhemſclues ro diſhoneſt practiſes, forſeeing that 
for the lacke of icarning and vertue, they knowthem(iclues 
vnfit for any. place of preferment, they therefore indeuour 
20rayſec their fortunes by baſe and ſeruill ſhiftes, by lying by 
flan® inge by flatteringe,by falſe acculing & by ſuch other 
diſkc ..ft indeuours. | Pig 
Tohauca charitable opmion of mens worthincs:] con- 


felle 


it ood me x fo - 
feſlc it to be good, but yer to:giue E/ops Ceeke a precious | 
<a oes i greatnes 
ſhould beablero diltingutſh berween crutch & talſhood. 
Grearnescounfailedby knowledge chooſerh the way of 
vertue,but.blinded by epizionturnesall into vice, 


"| How haſe and romwouthy perſons do creepe mto the Opinion 
4) 4 ' of Princes and men of great place. 
371.6 FU $91) Chap X XI. | 
His Opinion that.is conceiued by men of high eftare 
-'g' /aduanceth into. authoritic thole that bee couerous, 

- /\ ſometimes inclined to. brybery toextortion, ' ro op» 
ran ,it maketh fooles to be acounted wile, cowardes to. 
e reputed coragious: and he that can but creepe into a 

great! mans opimzon,lic may diſguite the truth without cons 
croulmenr; he can fight withour-handes, conquer without 
weapons,hecan kiltaman behind his backe with a word, 
that heneuer durſt looke inthe face with a ſword, 
- He can drawa man into ſome dangerous praiſe & then 
by diſconering ofit,hecan make an ochermans offence,the 


fix{tteppe to his owne:aduancement, 
| Thele Court Paraſites, that haue their, eyes continually 
fixed vpontheir Princes inclination, doth watch at oppor- 


eynitics, not only to grace theſdlucs, buckikewile rodilgrace | 
others;andthe rather to indacea good oprazon,they pretend 
all their purpoſes, for honour of the Xing, and the good of « 
the country, forthele two prerences, honour and profir,are 7 
the two harbengersthar doth lodge opinion in the bolome of 
aPrince, * _ | 


Now he that can humour a prince in his 4ffec#:ons and Q 
hath (kill ro watch his times, mcanes and opportunities,he F 
isalready maſterof what his heartdelirerh. iu 

CLUES 2 Vhere 


” . 
. 
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Where Affection is throughly ſettled in the heart and 
mind of any man,there Opincanharh an calic paſlage,lo that 
when our heartcs are.once polleſt with any vehement' Af+ 
fection, chere Reaſon is exempred'fronm his proper office,and 
Iudgement being taken pryionergfor quietneſſelake iscon 
rented to yeeld her (elte to capriuitie, 

Open and apparane vertucs may ſametimesbring forth 
prayle, bur a fooliſh conceived @pzmon; doth bring foorth 
Fortune,and thertore thole foolesthar will ſpeake but what « 
tsrruch wichout flattery are (eldome ſecneto bee fortunate, 
yera lying foole may comfort himſeltewith'/hope,for th 
is nota more {pecdy way to creepe into Opiniongthen by ly 
ingand flartering. | 

Pretie in the Qpinion of the world, is accounted buta fan- 
eaſticke fition, and honeftic and vprightdealing ,, bur for 
an ayery apparition, truevertuous attions come.ſeldome 
onthe Sage,but when by neceſſitic of lawes they arc infor- 
ced to ſhewe themaſejues, if we doe anygoad, it iseytherin. 
hope of reward, or to geta popular prayle, & amongſt ma- 
ny thouſands; char doe feeke to: draw out opimronby ferbile 
and baſe prattiſcs, there is{carcely anethar doh endepour, 

t by their good decedes,_ ir! 12 od hah ho C157 

Greatneſſe muſt be flattered in his folly;his humour muſt 
beobſerucd and followed If P haeriowill torment, Periliug: 
muſt invent,if Aemelis will martyre; Paterewnsniult minif- 
rer ; if tlexander will bee ſtately, Photionmauftbee hymblez 
if Domitius be fooliſh, Hippadamws mult be franticke, - 

The itching eares of vaine glorious men muſt bee- forays 
ched by Sycophantes, and he that cannot make the Dywilla | 
$aznt, it is time hewere in Heawen, this is no world for him 
eo line in. 1: 07 | 

They ppt be ſoothcd intheir Opinions, prayed in their 
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tollies, commended in their vanities, yeatheir very vices, 
mult be applauded for vertues. | 

By thelc ſteppes of (\moothing, Clawbackes muſtlearne to 
climbe, and they know well enough that ifthey can make 
ſhift ro creepe into the Opinion of a great man, it is more a- 
uaileable then (ixe of the ſeuen liberall (ciences, and there- 


tore what adoe in the Courr, firft tobecome gratious inthe - 


light of the Prince: and then what flattering,w hat fawning 
ro curry fauour with thoſe that be in authortic Ayhartduc- 
king, whacdyuing, what creeping, what crouching , what 
countenances fained and faſhioned to pleaſe the ſuperiors: 
what ſcorning, what mocking, what concemning and di(- 

iling of inferiors:the briberies, the extorrions,the oppre({- 
ho ofthe greatmen, muſt nor be (poken of, bur in ſecret, 
the _ of rhe poore checked comrouled, and openly 
Tm amongſt thereſt of thoſe Flatterers, that doe poyſon 
the eares of Princes, thoſe oniely are calily to be diſcerned, 
chat will ftill be commending whatſaeuer the Prince doth 
whetherit be good or bad, ' ; 

' - Irisfirfor Courtiers I confeſſe, to bee officious, for the 
more dutifull andready thata man is in the ſeruice of the 


Prince,the ſooner he commeth to honour and preferment, 


bur: thoſe whole endeuours are but onely profitable for 
themſclues,they are but in cantmon opinion repurcd to bee 
the Meuthesand Mice afthe Court, 


Nobihtie led into 4 vaine Opin ion by paraſutes. 
Chap. XXII. 
' A $S Nobilitie, thatis thus drawne into a.vaine op:mron of 
other mens worthineſlc( bur by ther awne (ence and, 
feeling) axcled into many exrours, {Q by theſe ſupple 
F 3 mouthed 


; 
' 
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 mouthed paraſites, that canne pamper the itching eares of . 
{ceniuvalicie , by prayling and extolling many thinges/1n : 
: chem more then are rue: they are likewile led into as vaine 
a beleete of themlelues: and by theſe commendarions gi- 
ven them by. Flatterers, they are growne into (uch an oner- | 
weening of theirowne worthynefle, that they accountum | 
to be cither enuiousorproud thatwill nor foorh& (moorh : 
them - 4 in thoſe conformities, which being examined by ! 
4 wit and tudgement, are flatdeformiries : ſo vainetheyare . 
In their owne concettes, that they thinkethemfeluesto be 
4 prayſ{cd, when (in truth ) they bee palpably flartered, tor. 
| falle praile is nothing elſe but flarmockery,yerſuch is thetr / 
vayne glory, that when they be commended farre beyond 
| the pytch of their deſerres, they rather attribute itto the a- 
bundance of good will, then to the fraud of the flatterer. 
[; A tawning paraſite, ſeeing Dioniſius in conference with 
i : company, although hecould not hearehis ſpeeches, yet he 
f | 
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tell into a great laughter,which being perceiued by Dioniſi- 
us hedemanded of him wherefore helaughed,becaule(faid: 
he )Idoe ſee you talking, and I know your wordsare fo ful 


= of witty pleaſantnes, that they will make any man tolaugh 
| that is not ſodull of conceipt, that he cannot comprehend 
them, 07030 7 


T his tickling by flattery is an ofde diſcaſe, and Ithinke 
A the ſickneſſe will never bee cured: Alexander was norfree 
| J] from it with all his Coxrage , neyther yet Droniſuus with all 
g' hiscrueltie : and Themiftecles being asked what words were 
4 beſt plealing vnto him, anſivered': Thoſe that recount mine 
&/  onwneprayſes. CRASEY 
i Alexander flattering himſelfe, wonld necdes bee reputed 
| to be the ſonne of 7npter, his mother complained of the 
& matter ſaying Hewonld bring her into diſgrace with Inno: but 
3 . 


a certaine Philoſopher, who ſecing his Phyſitian in his ſicke- 
neſſeprepare foi .ccouery of his health a.certaine Sup- 


ping, mocking atthis diuinitte, he ſaid Our God hathput the 


hope of his health in a meſſe of Broath. 

Mee thinkes the Emperor Sigiſmund ſhould not here bee 
forgotten,who hcaringa ſhameleſle fellow to call him god 
firoke him on the care to whom the paraſue ſaydeyhy doeſt 
thou ſlrike me Emperor : tothe which he anſwered , Why doeſt 
thos bite me Flatterer. 

Iam perſwaded,that if Nobility would learne of Sigi/mund 
howto deale with Flatterers, and rather to hyt them on the 
eares, then to lend them their eares, and to bee lefle atren- 


tive to the ſound of flattering wordes,and ſomething more 


circumſpect to ſearch out the honeſtie of him hat is the 
ſpeaker, they could not be ſo often deceiued in their opint- 
ons, nor1o ealily led aftray by difſembling Paraſites. 

Ir is flattery in this age that breedeth good-bloud , and 
there 1s nothing in better requeſt then flattery and Tabzeco:; 
two {moakie-vapours, ſcarce worth the ſpeaking of, yetthe 
one robbeth wiſe men of their wittes,-and the other fooles 
of their money : they be both ſociable and firforthe time : 
and he thatcannotCarou/e with Alexander, abfteine with 
Romulus, eate with the Epicure, faſt with the Storch, ſleepe 
with Endemeon,watch with Criſppus, laugh with-Demecritas, 
weepe with Heraciitus, take a pipe of Tabaces and goe toa 
Brothell houſe, he ſhall never ger credite nor good 0pintos. 


Of ſelfe Opinion, how it beſotteth: 
F Chap. X X I II. Let 
S men are blinded by 4fettion,to (ettle their oprmmions, 
where them(ſelues doe beſt love, {o itisas blind an 0- 


pinion, thar is ſettled morefor loue then for honeſtte; 
F 4 ler 
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elves, for ſomerimeswhe chey | 


_ their owne deſertesare mad Jrun) ken with their vaine great 
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eofalclfe o 
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lervsnow ſpeak prazon, where (according to the 
pvyery; A man thinketh better of himſelfe they all the world 
doth beſide. | 

Theſe men tharbe thus infeq ; dolirrle bore vn lesto the 


putthe Foole vp6 ſome 
make foolesof themſelues; 
vp farre beyondthe leuell of 


other, nrgkey doe A 
Thoſe arkinebingel 


nes,which being founded vpon no worthynes,they arceaſi- 
ly trayned into gpinion,chac their ſtate was achicued by their 
owne vere for where there isa ſelte op;nzon, wiidome is di- 
worced:Thave ſmyled at the folly of ſuch as I have ofcE hard 
ſo to extoll theirowne deſerres, as though they would in- 
duce the wa ahooonry;0) Frqde char 
had no betrerrew | | 


ſpared ro publifh _ he 

co be their daaroar nw at: 

of«theiri cold dof,would rarer ma» 
nifeſt the vaine glory of ; wricerchiemkoanydoo prooſe 


 ofthar profirthar ivprerended. 


I have heard 4 mercinary mind. makeopen proteftation, 
thar bythevery dexcerity of his owne wit,he would caſcthe * 
Prince of thar military expence, that where predeceſſors, - 
fortheſe man y hundred ould nener freethemlelues 
Conregcaciantiiel ofgrear qurilonegicy ſhould not 
m_ ſo much asapay forone Souldiour... 
pooge blind Opmionwhither wilt thou range doſ choy 
dye inthe pong vp impu jo 

A ephoat the 
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thine owne Opimronthen thouartto thy wit. 

. Selfe opinion proceedcs ſomerimes froma little wit that 
is ytterly voideot indgement and ſometimes from him that 
hath great ſtoore of wealth and no wit atall: for ; xr 
& (elte loue are proper to thoſe thar doe know nothing,and 
_ yetdothink tharthey know all thinges and do hovuld their 
i1gnorance tor wildome : forfelte conceipt is it that makes 
opinion obſtinate. OSS? 

Hipprias moltarrogantly gloryed of himfelfe thar _—_ 
the ſharpnes of his wit,and the quicknesof his capacitie,he 
eould vnderſtand any thing,bura man ought not to ſpeake 
of himſelte neither in praite nor difpraile for the one is 2 
deede of arrogancy,and the other of folly, 


- 


The inconſtant Opinion of the vulgare. 
Chap XX III. / 
S the ſea, which of itowne nature is calme and quier, 
A yet by the winde it is raiſed vp into huge billowes, {0 
the vulgarepeople, though otthemleluesſceming ne- 
uer ſo traftable,yer by the breath of op;xtan,they are preſent- 
ly ſtirred vp into violent tempeſtes, and therefore they thar 
hauein them more fooliſh boldnes, then aduiſed counſaile 
ſhall workethem toany thing. 
As popular loue is light, fo their opemronsare as variable, 
andtherefore Uiogenes ſeeyng the people to throng ourar 
a Church doore, preſſed as faſt againſtthem to ger in, and 
being asked whathe ment, anſivered, That it was rhe part of 
Wiſe men,to be ſtill opoſite to the multitude. | P 
Where the ſmall{parke of vnderftanding (which is viſually 
the porrion of the vulgare) isdimmed & obſcured with the 
milty cloud of fooliſh 9pimion,what is to be hoped forin the 
ſhallow ignorance of ſo wauering and vnſtedy a multitude, 
Ea G 


which 
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which can but iudge of macrers,with a ſen(itiueapprehEſion 
Thereis noconrending againſtthem, amongſt whom - 


prmon 1s of ſuch force, as _— 1s ofno force againſt them, 
How vncertaine then is t 


at worldly honour that han- 
g<th on the brittle balance of the waucring Opinion of the 
cammon people. 

Takean example,ſeewhat murabilitie,to day Ceſar renou 
ned in the ſenat:accounted apater patrie,the father & defen- 
derothis country,no ſmall time Emperour, beloued by Bru- 
#«s,laluted by Cicero,now Ceſara Tyrant,(laine by the Senat, 
Hoſtis ariebonk of his Dyademe,no pater,but predator,go0- 
red by his fricnds with their owne knives, detetted and in» 
tamed by the vnkind Brutes,exclaimed &rayled on by the 
geclaiminge Creerozſee herethe murabilitic of opimos in the 
vulgare, | 


Of Particular Opinion how it infefFeth Fooles. 
Chap XXV, 

Call ita particular 9pini6,where men will aſſume tothem 
ive: precedence,ſome fortheir wealth thatare litle trou 

bled with wit:lome for their authoritie,, which hane net 
ther knowledge nor vnderſtanding; and ſome fortheir dif- 
cent becauſe they can ſhow their aunceſtours armes, and all 
chefe but blind 9pxions, that hath noregardar all ro vertne; 

Now firſt for him that is in {ach pride of his pelfe,whoſe 
witdoth conſiſt but in his Prognoſtication to. calcd from 
thence, what tyme of the Moowe doth ſerue beſtto ſer Beanes, 
orin which of the twelue ſignes itis good to geld' Hor/e- 
Coltes,l can but pronounce him with Socrates tobe ax inmor 
gull beaſt-and 4r1/tofle ſayth that the reaſonable ſonle,parta- 
king of the ſame generall nature with Axgels, isaſhamed to 
behould her {c!fplacedin a body which hath but felowſhip 


with beaſtes: there is yetone comfort left vnto.themwhich 
Nature 
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Xature her ſelfe hath prouided,that as ſhe brought them in- 
nocetes into the world, at the time of their birth,ſo ſhe takes 
them away again asarrant foolesas ſhe brought them forth, 
at the houre of their death. 

Now for him that ſhould be placed in authoritte, wanting 
knowledge & vnderſtanding how to vle ir,ts like a garment 
inthe hands ofan ill Tayler which is many times mardia the 
making,yetſuch a man may ſpeake his 9p1on,in deſpire of 
wildome,&his words muſt cary credit & authoryrie,for all 
his ſtrength & vertuc doth lie in his tongue & although he 
doth ſometimes amaze the ſimple & ignorant people with 
hisarrogating explications, yet wiidome ſeerh the pouerty 
ofthis minde, & doth pitry that which the world admires, 

A mans wiſdome is in nothing berter tryed thenin ſpeak» 
ing his op;n/on,& therefore Sogrates beholding a yong man 
whom he had neuer ſcene before, willed him to (peake rhat 
he might know him, bur ir is Op:#707 in this age, that ma- 
keth many men ſpeake too faft, & when ſome otthem hath 
ſpoken they know not what themſelues,they haue gotrena 
eext out ofthe holy (cripture to conhrme it, Dixrt injiprens. 

T here be ſome other thatto winne Opinion, will come out 
with a Seutchine,vanting of their aunceſtors worthines,thar 
haue of themſelues neyther qualitic nor good&condirion,& 
ſome that haye no Seutchins of their ewne to ſhow, will yer 
deriue themſelues from ſome worthy familie,likethe Ale, 
that being demidcd of his byrth, bezng aſhamed to lay that 
hewasthe:dnneof Orr I's he was coſine ger 
man toa Horſe, or like the Bricklayers ſon, who being aſked 
what his father was, ſaid he was a Jeweler, and when it was 
demanded what Iewels he vied ro make, anfwered, that he 
vicd to fer ſtones in morter. 

The honour of aunceftors, as yy do ornifie nobilirie, © 
they diſgrace the beamicthereofif they live nor vertuoully 
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it is better therfore to be noble by a mans owne vertue;theh 
by an 9p19,but conceiucd of his aunceſtors worthines. yet 
jome are of 9px, that if they can bur paint their halles & 
glafle windowes with Armes and Scutchions, they be noble 
enough,without either honcſty or vertue of their owne. 

- Leritnot moue thee whenthou (ecft ſome ſo high min- 
ded for the noble ates of their grandfarhers,or great grand- 
fachcrsthat haue in them(elues neither honour norhoncſty, 
nor haue nothing to vant of, butthe worthines of their aun- 
eeſtors,we haue in theſe dayes varietic of Scutchions,lundry 
forres of 1rmes,multiplicitic of dignities, & honourable tt- 
tles, but true Nobilztie is it that pringeth tromvertuc. 


 I#hatOpinion the Antiquitie helde of Fame. - 
nar {> 26d Chap XXVI (RON « 

"TT Here is nothing more generally hunted after the Fame, 
the delire of Fame, as it is vniuerſall roall worldlinges 
that be great & mighty, ſo there is not almoſt ſo meane 

a crearure but he 15ambitions of Fame: and how many haue 
there beene, that ſeeking after Fae by a wrongtraRtthink- 
ing ro make themſelues famous hane hit vpon infamy. 
_  Heroftratus,that conſumed the Temple of Epheſus m one 
hight by hre,thar had beene hundred yeares in buildinge 
He did'ic bytto leaure himſelfe famed to poſteririe.,” © 
And Zntins Pins (by abaſe praftiſc) having obtained a 
d$wunken victory, and returningto Rowe crauing triumphe 
for his Exptoic,rhinking thereby to make himſclte famous, 
the k an1iesvnderſtanding themanner of his c6queſt they 


yewarded him with an infamous death. 

And what is this Fame, that is ſomnch inrequeſt, butthe 
vaine 9pimons of men perhapsa little popular prayſe, and 
Whit madncs inchoſe thr doch hannt after the 9prmrons of 
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awancring and vnſteady multitude that can iudge of no- 
thing, but with a (en(izive apprehenſion, | 

' Honorable Faxre cannot be attayned;vnto,but by honora- 
ble attions,nor honor 1s not to be ſought after but byvertu- 
ous indeuours, for honor is the ne verrtue,% it 1s vcr- 
cue onely that muſtopenthe gate before honour can enter: 
theancient Roumesbuilded two Temples joined togetherthe 
one being dedicateto vertue the otherto hoxour ,yer (cated 
in ſuch (orte as no man could enter rhatof Honour but hce 


muſt firſt paſſe chroughthatofwertae;: 
\ Irhinkethe Prpehach madea mew degication of thoſe 


ment 11 Rome . | 
-- How manyhavethe age 
hind them.a good report, by helpeoftheir owne vertges, 
yet to-lcauc theſe]ues famed ty poſterity, they haue ere ted 
ſtately buildingesand houſes gf repowne, which ſcemed 
with theirrops to carry vpthe earth abquethe heauens and 
with their foote to open the barargles deeprh vato.wh ich 
they haue fert vpas markes of their glory, thatare indeede 
aheininblaaniigns (lap /9iher wailes) otawicked mil- © 
-.. Ahd ſomeare of pon, thatfora,penay dale to bee gi- 
nen by their Heyres or Exeeatersaftertheir death,it will (ut- / 
ficeaſwellro make them famons roche warld,as for a 2ue- 
tuseft,and a cleare diſcharge vt alliformer exrortions , op- 
preflions, & vngodly.exattions.wharſocuer : and it is now 
an ordinary matter, forthoſe to leaue a Hemorandum tothe 
world by ereting of glorious Topebes, that were nor able to 


leaue bekundthema good report mented by vertue. - 
$196; ] G 3 Cornelius 
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Cornelins T acitss writeth that in former ages, the Images 
and ſtatucs of Prifices and greatmen, were lo cretted, thar 
they might be ſcene naked, ſignitying thereby thar princes 
and magiſtrates ſhould ſo lay themlelues _ , tharthcir 
iuſtice and clemencie might _ vnto all men,to be 1im- 
maculare , without any cloaked or coucred.inwarde mil- 
_ chiete, bur after that Ac:lius Glabrio, hadde hatched out chis 
golden ſtatuary,it was generally accuſtomed in eucry coun- 
try, and as Lact antins layth, thoſe golden and imbollcd ſta- 
tues of theſe latter times did onely make manifeſt, theaua- 
ririous minds of men,rhat were more poſſeſſed with riches 
then they were with verrues, 


T he vaine Opinion of thoſe that hane hunted after Fame. 
_ ., Chap. XXVII. | mr 
Hey hane vſed in former ages,to cre Images of mar- 
ble, or of other metrall, ſomerimes of yur ue to ſer 
chem vp in publike places, a{well forthe honor they 
beare to the perſons, as for the incouragement ot others, 
that with an honeſt envie, they might alſo indeuour them- 
ſelnesro reach'vnro that glory. | 
Butthoſethar hadtheir names thus conſecrated to Im- 
mortalitie, they did not ere& their owne monumentsthem 
ſelues, neither did they leaue it in their wils to their heyres 
or executors to performe, but it was done by a general con- 
ſent, for alchongh vertue ſeldome (eckes any other reward, 
chen that content wherewith ſhee paycs her (elfe, yer theſe 
thinges were performed for the incouragement otothers. 
We doe read of Fabritius, how hee retuſed the conqueſt 
that was offered vnto him by that traytor Timocliares, ney- 
ther woulde Camllys receiue the {choole-maiſters offer, 
chough he might thereby have ſubducd his enemies. - 
, Thele 


Theſe men diſdaincd to winne Fame by fraud or treche- 
ry, vertue was the marke whereat they leuelled their atti- 
Ons. 

Thelike is to be thought of Curtivs and Scevola,the one 
for caſting himſelfe headlong intoa deuouringpyr , to de- 
liner Rowe from plague,the other burned of his owne hand 
to make the enemies knowe, that tho Romaynes were relo- 
Jute in defence of their liberties. 

But how many examples might be inferred out of aunci- 
ent hyſtories, of many worthy perſons, who diſpiſing ri- 
chesandall worldly honours, in all their indeuours haue 
beene guided by vertue: I might ſpeake here of the holines 
of Phocion,the pouertic of Fubritius,the courage of Camille, 
the juſtice of Brutus, the chaſtitie of Pithagoras, the tempe- 
rance of Socrates, the —_— of Cato, with. manie others 


thatdiſpiſed money, eſteemed nothing of worldly honors, 


nor were nothing moued with Glory, pray/e or fame. 

They (ought for the true effetes of vertue , httle caring 
forthe foohiſkeſteeme of mens Opinions, thus happy were 
many ofthem in foxmerages, todiſþile the vaine reputes 
of the world for vertues lake. 

Thoſe onthe other ſide,that are ſo far in love with F.umz 
theydoe but manifeſt their fooliſh Opzarons,tor they do noc 
reſpe&the preciouſneſſcofverrue, ſo much as the deſire of 
2 popularprayſe. 

Nerotooke not ſo great paines for the atteyning of anie 
thing,as he did roger himſelte famed;ro bean excellentitn 

r,and he thatdenycd himrhat glory, hee would deny ta 
Colin line inany long ſecuricic of life, 

Cicero ina long letter earneſtly requeſted Zacrius to gra 
tie him inthree things: the firft that he would ſer downe 
ſeperately from his other ſtortes : The conſpiracie of Catelyre, 
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thereby to-giue immortall Fame to his name : the ſeconde, 
that he would adde ſomething in reſpect of the friendlhip: 
which was betweene them, the third that he would publith 
his booke with all (peed poſſible, thar whiift he were yet li- 
uing, he mightraſt of the ſiycerneſſe'of his owneglory. 
Auguſtuinlike manner, toyned to his laſt wiil ets 
ment his owneaRes, appointing that they ſhould be ingra- 
ucn vpon his Tombe, in pillars ot brafle, PN 
Trynea common Curtizan, tickled with this deſire of 
Fame, at ſuch time as Alexander hadde razed the walles of 
Thebes, proffered the Thebansto repayre them at her owne 
charges,tf(to her cuerlaſting Fame) they would bur permit 
thefe words to be ingrauen on the wall : Alexander razed it, 
ard Tryne rayſed it. | 
Here 1s now the difference betweene the louers of Fame, 
and the loucrs of vertne,the one ſeckes for commendations 
bur withall he louesto heare it himſelfe, the other thinkes 
ofnorhing but meditates to him{elfe of the [weetnefle of 
Yertue : no wonger then,though there be a-grear difference 
in their indenoursthatimployeth them but'rowintie avul- 
gare Opinion, from theirs againe that indeuours tor verrue. - 


That Fame and Renowne are hut popular Opinions 
Chap XX VV IIL 11> 

Et vs ſpeake now of Fameand Renowne,atid lethonour 

' ,goe with them together for company,andwhatare all 
theſe, bur the vaine ”_ of men,yctany oftheſcob- 
tayned by vertue is called glorious, but Glory 18 Crocodile, 
tharflyerh thoſe thar followeth it, and followerhthemthar 
flies from it:and glorious Fame is 20% 9p by wiſe men,by 
the grace of God, but not by Fooles by their owne ende- 
uours. 


' 


He that indeuours himſelfe in vertuous exerciſes with- 
outany other reſpeR;then in the ſweetnes he conceiuerh in 
cthevertue it (elf, Fame falloweth him, but he that indeuours 
in any vcrtue ({eming neuer ſo worthy)with an intentto be 
wn 17 men,he may perhaps winnea popular prayſe,bue 
glorious Fame flicth him. 

Valiance is called a vertue thar fighteth; for equitieand 
right, buthe that fighteth withoutcoſideratiq of the juſtice 
of his cauſe,may be {aid to be fooliſh hardy or accounted to 
be deſperatly aduenturous, bur not valianty.. \« va 2 

Ariſtotte would in no wiſe admitthat Dzomedes ſhould be 
accounted cither valiant or wiſe for that when the Greekes 
were putto flight, he remained alone, angdadyenrured him- 
ſelfe againſtthe force of Hetor, which he did rather to 
winne a vayne ptayle of the people then for the right of his 
cauſe, wherein conliſted thetrue end of vertue.  - 

:, Thelikehe tudged of Hee#or himſelfe, who many times 
behouldinge his wife and other women ypon the walles of 
Troy, would more bouldly & couragiouſly aduenture him- 
ſlte,rathertearing ſome bruit thoſe women might haue rai 
ſed ſounding to his diſhonor,then other wile he did reſpeR 
the juſtice of hiscauſe or the generall good of the Citty fo 
diſtreſſed by the Greekes, 
. See here a heathE Philoſopher, that would not admitrhoſe 
aduentures,to be ſo muchas repuredwiſe whichin a vulgare 
opinion would haue beene conſecrated to immortall Fame, 
Our auiour Chriſt himſelfe condemned the Phariſies,that 


vicd togiue forth their Ames, with the ſound of Trumpetes - 


and to make theirprayers in the openſtreets thereby tobe 

ſceneand praiſed by men,and although to giue 4lwes, and 

to pray be the workes commaunded by God, yet to be 

done with ſuch oftentation Ly the world they merite no ” 
= ” ; war 
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ward. 1 + 

'Vertue ls the high way hen tharleadesvnto Fame,and he 
that hunterh afrer Glory nor being direed by vertae, 1st00- 
vaineglorious,bur let vs prayſe vertue how we lift, and et vs 
writetyholc volumes in her commendations,yer ifthe ſoues 
—_— of vertue doth extend no further then totranſitory 


things herevpon the carth,cthere is not any thing ſo wretch- 
ed _— miſerable as man. 
£7 DI7111075D 


a the namber of folbesin this age whereby towinne Opinion. 
8 Chap XXIX, 
-$Sthoſe thardoe hunt after Fame, do thinke to leaue 
/"N themfeluescrernized;by their owne indenonrs, (o if I 
7 26nd how vidertake to ſpeake of them thatin this 
age;dotizhonec after the vanity of opinion, I might{peake of 
{o many baſe qualiries,as their fooliſh deuiſes ould not be 
 Compreliendedby WNEREUAIYEL Tongoines whithe gs 

 countofnumber; + old 

- How many (ilken flayesthat can cxeepe, cronch;lie, {(ayne, 
ftacrer,and altto gera favour, that can warch, write, diſſem- 
ble and conſpire,whereby to winne opinion. 

Md note to [crape-out oÞiion with their cout 
mplements,by ducking, by diuinge; by kiffng of xheir 
$8; fornithed perhaps withaFrepaboran rakes phraſc 
che wil profttcute their feruice t0-4 Dogge to-winte opens 
_- Somewiltſeckero wooeopmien, with prayfesand com- 
mendations , extoNfingrhofe for wit and wifdome,thavere 
ſo neerea kinneto the Fool: ,thar they canoemartywithout 
a licence —_ = Pope. 
_  Somedoethinke to creepeimorthe tttesofopinicn, 
de di fconciny ata table prhererheyhancarraſom roſhowe 
foreyery virealomible palſion, 4 

me 


wo ——— > ——— 
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Some deſirous to winne an 9pinion;tobe accounted mery 
companions, will ornitie thcmſelues with-fo many dung- 
hill demcanures, that a man would thinke Nature had 
broughtrhem into the world for a (piteand mockery. 

Some doe ſeeke opmoyn by breaking of birrer icſtes, and 
theſe haue commonly a ſpeciall gift in lying &ſlandering. 

Some will frame their geſture to agree with their words 
as the deuncer doth to the ſounde oft the inſtrument, in 
their very behauiour itis eaſie to be ſeene how they doe la- 


bourto winne opimton. 


% 


Someto get the 9prnionot grauitic, do many times incurre 
theſufpition of folly. 

Some to winne opinion, will goe to Church, with a Bible 
brought afterthem, bur looke intothe manner of their lite, 
by the(ruites you ſhall know thetree, 7 et 

But I wonder of what Opinion they be that will neither 0- 
mita Sermon, nor let flippe a new faſhion. ; 

Some to winne 9pimtondoth cyery day ſuit themſehues in 
newfangled faſhions, like (Proteus the goR of ſhapes; and 
whilſtche poore foule is pend vp ina ſtreightCell,ourtoo- 
liſhcogitationsareſti}l wandering throughout the world 
to —_— new faſhions. & : | | 

Some by wearing along locke that hangs dangling by his 
earc,do think b k comoditiets be _ > hn 
by the opinion of Fooles, for although rhere be ſome wiſemen 
that will tollerate in the matter, yerI neuer knew wiſemen 
that would followe the faſhion, - 

Some will ſo curle their haire, picke their browes and 
will ſo metamorphife themlſelues afwellintheir atireas in 
theirdemeanures,that they rather make ſhow to bedemy- 
harlots,then men, 


Some haue ſought to ſhake Opinion out ofa Sinque pare, 
H 2 bur 
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but now their leggesare (0. ouer: peftered with Garters and 
Roſes,thar they are tic for nothing vnles for a Moris dance. 
Theſeand ſuch other like may perhaps begetan opinion, 
and what 9pinior 1s it,but a bale opinion, and itiscommonly 
conceiued,but by the baſeſt forte of people. 
I had allmoſt forgotten ro ſpeake of women, yer they 
are ſometimes conceited in their opzxtons alwell as men, 
but to ſpeake truly of thoſe women that be modeſt, they do 
laugh acthe foaliſh opinions af men. 
Nature hath notordained all women to be wiſe,there muſt 
beſome vaine,ific be but to fitthe follics of men, and it is a 
 recciued 0pimn amongſt thoſe women of entertainment, 
chat ſhe thac learneth faſteſt co forget ſhame is haulden to be 
moſt cxcellent.in faſhion. 
By this it may a ,that the edge of induſtry is ſo aba- 
ted by the force of pleaſure both in men and women, that 
rather ſtuddy to winne opinzon then to prattile vertue,l — 
ill notfay how often we be deceived in our 9pnions,taking 
thar for vertue that is indeed but vice, butan eſpecial meane 
whereby to drawe on a vertuous 9p7mon doth rather confiſt 
in himthatdoth line wellthen in him that can talke well; 
rather in doing of thinges worthy to be ſpoken of, then in. 


ſpeaking of thitges worthy to þedone, 
From whence it is that men are ſo eaſily 
drawne into Opinion, | 
_ Chap. XXX 


humaineanddiuine, and as Sexeca faith it is an excel- 
_ - lent powerandfacultie of vnderſtanding and iudge- 
ment, which is the perteion of the ſoulc,euen as the foule 
5 ofman. | 


Rte isatrue ſence and 'indgement of thinges both 


Naw 
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' Now whoſocuer is obedient vnto Reaſon, hee is Lord 0- 
uer his owne Juſts, he eommandeth his owne apperites and 
rebellious Afﬀections, hee may with this herd paſſe with 
Theſeus through the Laberinth of his contagious (ences, & 
to conclude, he isreſolute inall good purpoles, hee is not 
eaſily drawne into 0pinzon:now opinion is it that (till ighterh 
againſt &ea/on,for Opinion hauing his offpring from the bo- 
dy (which is but earth,) doth yet repreſent vntothe ſoule 
the ſhapes and formes of things, through the windowes of 
the ſences, whereby ſhe aſſociateth rhe ſoule with thoſe 
things, that doth depriue her of her dignitic: and thus 9p1- 
nion wn linked and coupled to our grofle 4ffedionshath 
her ſeate onely in the ſences,becommerh vaine,vncertaine, 
deceitful], euill in counſfayle, baſe in iudgement, irdepry- 
ueththe minde of conſtancie and veritic, allowing that to 
day which it miſliketh ofromorrow, it hath noreſpetto 
ſound tudgement, but to plcaſe the body and to contenc 
the ſences, 

It is therefore the wakefull eye of Reaſon, that muſt con- 
tinually kcepe Centinell ouer our paſſions, that wee bee nor 
tuld aſleepein our owne (elfe conceites, & our iudgements 
dazeledand made drunke with our faoliſh Opinions. 


What it is that onely bridleth Opinion. 
Chap. XXXI, _. 
K Nowleage 1s it thatftill fenceth the body from al fooliſh 
and erronious Opinions , and it is ccleſtiall wiſcdame , 
that isabletruly to diſcerne of opiniov. 

Andasa manthatis blind folded, and ſhould be appoin- 
ted to remoue himlelfe ro cerraine place, is liker to fayle 
then to-performe his purpoſe, ſo thole vertues that bee po- 
tentially ingendred in our minds, ifthey be notayded with 

H 3 taltruction 
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inftrution, doth often come to naught, becauſe the minde 
1s not farizhed with nature alone bur hach meede of a po- 
lieicke viage of Reaſon, which may cleanſe and (coure the 
ſoule by 6. gaway thedim vayle of opinton, from whence 
art{erh a}l the errors in men, tor in caſe good and cuill were 
well knowne, and perceiued,cuery man woulde chuſe the 
ood and leauethe 1ll, and therefore may vertue be layd to 
bea wiſedome and an vnderſtanding to chuſe the good , & 
vice againea lacke of forelight and an ignorance thar lea- 
derh totadge falſely, becauſe men neuer chuſe the il] wich 
yoo thatitis ill, butthey are deceined through a certain 
likenefle of ſome thing tharis good : the Art therefore thar 
t-acheth to difcernc the truth trom falſhood may well bee 
attayned vnto, and the vertue by which we chuſethis good 
mdeed, may be called true knowleage, which cannot bee 0- 
acrcome by any affeftion that procecdeth from the bodie, 
eſpecially where the minde is well goucrned and ruled by 
Reaſon, for ſuch force Reaſon hath, that ſhe maketh the ſen 
ceseu.rreadyto obey, fo that although our (inewes, our 
bones, and our vroff compatted fleſh, haue no Reaſon in 
thematall, yer when there (pringeth in vs the motion of 
minde, thatthe imagination pricketh forward,and ſhaketh 
the bridle to the ſpirites, all the members are in areadynes, 
the feete ro runne, the handes to vndertake, and the whole 
bodie to doe and indeuourany thing that the minde thin- 
keth vpon, | ix 
Ir is requiſite therefore that knowledge ſhould evermore 
march inthe foremoſtrancke , foralthough Appetite may 
ſometimes hauea longing after thinges that be good, yet 
being blinde of her ſelfe , ſhee catinot makeeleQion of the 
good from the bad:therefore hath Nature ſo ordained, that 


to euery vertue of knowledge, there is annexeda vertueof 
| longing, 
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longing, andthe ſoule haththree manner of meanes where 
by the may learne to know, as namely firſt by Sence, againe 
by Reafon,and laltly by underſtanding : of Sence there ariſeth 
Appetite or longing, andthisis no leſſe common to bruite* 
beaſtesthen to men : of Reaſon art{eth Eleftion or choyce, 
which 1s proper to man onely :of »nderftanding ( by the 
which man may bea partner with Angels) ariſeth 1/11/: and 
therefore whatſocuer ts not vndertaken with knowledge, by 
the choice of Reaſon,is accompliſhed by falſe opinion by the 
longing of the Sences: and then isrea/ox in her moſt c(peci- 
all perte&tion , when ſhee beholderh ſome purpoled ende 
whereunto fhe leuelleth and direeth her ations, 
Knowledge as I would defineit, is vaderſtanding tempered 
with reaſon, neyther vaunting it (elfe tor any attion of our 
owne, nor of any others that wee lone, or belong vnto vs - 
and knowledge is it that doth refine vs from thedregges and 
filth of the common people,it ſeructh asa Ladder to climb 
to Honour and dignity, it calleth-vs from carthly vanities, 
to things celeſtiall and diuincctnowledge giueth vs new eyes 
to ſpie Into the demeanures of flattering Pareſ#es,that wee 
cannot bee eafily decetucd in our Opincons : and knowledee 
doth ſo vnmagke any mans eyes to ſce into.himſelfe;that 0+ 
yin can never make him blind, 0 
Iris not @pinionthar knowledge doth holde but indoment, 
tharlabourerheuery thing with diſcretion and wiſedome, 
wharryſech from the ſences, are affef&ions, [what affeftion 
thinketh is 9pinten, but kwowledge derermineth rightly of e- 
very thing, «all 951 C11 Cr BAY 1o 
| Make mothoſdlit wiledome,takefer tn thine armes & 
imbracc her, ſet fooliſhoprmonntide,forthey are but fooliſh 
wiſe menthatare ouerweachedwith it. 
H 4. Opinion 
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ap:XXX 11. | 
Lchis that hath beene ſayde , Inay bee perceiued che 
Potency Of Opinion,we (ee Chriſtian kings, Princes and Po« 
tentates,they are in nothing more over ſwayed , then 
they arc by Opinion 5.the Pope andall hjs Cleargie, are bur . 
the — ne votar ib of © 70n:the great Emper our of the caſt 
tharornifteth kimGl ithlo many high titles, RR he 
burrhevery, flage of o 
 Oldemen;yong menzwile men,learned men, hepa arc all 
Ied ardruled by pinion, - - 
What were thoſegreat Philoſophers, but Faworites Toopivins 
' Naylookeinto, Philoſophy irfelte, &what is it but Opinion. 
What craps.; what [rAyHes,! what labour, what _— 
or tocatch opinion. ' 
| Weſpendourtime, worlfunddur NICs] wee, eſpend: our 
wealth, we:{pend poore ſoule: &all,andb utto win apinion.... 
(: j Wharwas it;but ro win the Opitian ofthe. mokcicude;that 
f Pilate deliuered Chri/? tro be: Iwho by his.own con» 
Wl + felhs, w64T/"-8 iuſtcauſe himcharwas pa noplc 
ji . Thus.we fee, there harhb ,tioplace 
al hor perſon, bur opinion harkraigned, rulcd,; or 
 Opinionhath chtarevelled fromthe che beginingofi Es _ 
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tharall worldly happines ath his Ao eng onely Moy es 
,  Findingrhen. Kory to be thusregall, thus mighty, and 


magnificent,asC Marcellus(in hoCounſl le 
| he pry ew the Pope we! aber... 
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